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Broken spirit 

Your article “The Dangerous Lives of 
Gay Priests" [July 23] is a sad state- 
ment on the inability of the Catholic 
Church to deal with human sexuality 
in a healthy way. Being a gay man 
and a priest, I have struggled not 
only with the issue of being part of a 
profession that alienates and isolates 
its priests by creating an environ- 
ment of mistrust but also with the 
implications my sexual orientation 


active ministry. What I have come to 
realize is that the church hierarchy is 
indeed very sick and in need of some 
spiritual healing. Until that happens 
and until church leadership em- 
braces homosexuality as God-given 
and holy, the lives of those priests 
who happen to be gay will continue 
to be full of secrecy and fear. And 
who will suffer ultimately as a result 
of all this? The people whom these 
good men are called to serve. 

Peter Ashurst, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


"Una the church embraces 
homosexuality as God-given, 
the ives of gay priests will 
be full of secrecy and fear." 

— PETER ASHURST. Oklahoma City, Okla. 



might have had for the future of my 
vocation. 

Some four years ago I found my- 
self isolated, alone, and miserable, 
and my state of being was severely 
affecting my ability to minister. I had 
not met anyone — there was no 
boyfriend on the side, hidden away. I 
wasn’t leading the double life that so 
many priests find themselves living. 
Yet I felt more and more that this 
was not the way God wanted me to 
live. So I took a leave of absence. 

During my two-year leave, I strug- 
gled with my place in the church and 
whether God really wanted me to 
continue to be a priest I decided to 
give priesthood another shot and 
asked the bishop if I could return to 
active ministry. And so began an 18- 
month game where the bishop 
would have me jump through one 
hoop after another, promising that I 
would indeed return to active min- 
istry in one breath, then retracting 
that with the next breath. The over- 
arching issue that concerned him 
was the fact that I am gay. 

It has been some nine months 
since I gave up on trying to return to 


Your story was a reminder of my 
past life as a Roman Catholic semi- 
narian and true in all of its points. 
But The Advocate needs to discover, 
like I did, the existence of another 
branch of Catholicism: the Old 
Catholic Church. After discovering it 
myself and being ordained in it and 
now a consecrated Catholic arch- 
bishop in valid apostolic succession 
like any Roman Catholic bishop, I 
have found true joy. I am able to 
watch over the church as it grows, 
provide the Catholic sacraments, 
perform holy unions of gay couples, 
and preach the good news untainted 
by human prejudice. 

Archbishop Bruce J. Simpson, 
via the Internet 

I couldn’t help feeling both amused 
and angered by the irony, arrogance, 
and blatant entitlement of the priests 
quoted. Whether they lead openly 
gay celibate lives or, as many con- 
fess in the article, engage in “clan- 
destine sex lives,” these priests 
naively express anger, fear, and even 
surprise at being forced out of the 
priesthood. Hello? Wake up and 


smell the anointing oil! In a countiy 
where one cannot be openly gay and 
serve in the military or even partici- 
pate in the Boy Scouts, how can 
these men expect to be accepted and 
embraced by the very organization 
that condemns them? 

I think church officials should 
throw gay priests out of the priest- 
hood. Maybe then these men would 
be inspired to become really useful 
in our society by trying to put an end 
to the intolerance and hypocrisy that 
still exists in the church. And they 
could do it proudly. 

Michael Selditch, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Writer Mubarak Dahir says that sex- 
uality is often what “leads gay men 
to become priests in the first place.” 
Though I was raised in the Church of 
Christ and constantly struggled be- 
tween what is “right” and “wrong,” I 
realized that hiding behind any de- 
nomination’s beliefs was not going to 
change the way God created me. 
Having faith in a higher being is one 
thing, but using religion as a crutch 
to deny who we are puts all homo- 
sexuals at risk. Thus, the “witch- 
hunts,” as Dahir calls them. Repress- 
ing our natural feelings for one 
another never turns out positively — 
doesn’t anyone remember the movie 
Amei'ican Beauty ? 

Russell Ashby, Denton, Tex. 

Mubarak Dahir seems to think we 
should support priests who blow off 
a vow, particularly a vow that is equi- 
table for gay and straight Celibacy is 
indeed a difficult vow — that’s why it 
is a vow. The purpose of celibacy is 
threefold. First, it focuses the atten- 
tion of the individual on God. Sec- 
ond, it minimizes earthly distractions 
(spouse, offspring). Third, celibacy is 
a distinct lifestyle that designates 
and tests the celibate. Gay priests 
disregarding this particular vow fly 
in the face of these purposes (off- 
spring are not a likely part of the gay 
priest scene, but dating dramas 
could certainly make up for that). In 
no way should any queer with in- 
tegrity be expected to respect the de- 
cision of clergy who disregard their 
vows of celibacy. 

R. Davis, Lakewood, Colo. ► 
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THE ADVOCATE 


In the July 9 issue, readers were 
asked: 

Would you choose to retire in 
senior housing for gays if such 
a facility were available in 
your city? 



Reader comments from www.advocate.com 

■ "I think it's a great idea, especially if someone had no family to turn to. That way they 
could be in a supportive environment." 

■ "I might choose a gay/lesbian retirement village, but in another, warmer climate, 
such as California or Arizona. Canadian winters are too hard on a girl's complexion!" 

■ "I want to retire to a facility that welcomes all types of people." 

■ "I would add the caveat ’affordable' for such housing. I'm a professional gay man 
who's worked for nonprofits, which has made for poor retirement prospects." 

■ "Of course! I would have a lot more to talk about with other gays than I 
would with straight people. It would be hard to relive the good old days with 
someone who has no idea what I am talking about." 

■ "Self-imposed isolation is detrimental to the gay community." 


It’s been a long time since I read a 
copy of The Advocate, and I pur- 
chased this issue because of great 
concern about the sex-abuse scan- 
dal in the Catholic Church. I was 
dismayed by the inaccuracy in the 
statement “Milwaukee archbishop 
Rembert Weakland was forced out 
of his job after a gay adult relation- 
ship some 20 years earlier was 
revealed.” In fact, by [church] law 
Weakland was required to resign 
his position as archbishop when he 
reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 75 earlier in the year. The 
pope’s acceptance of this resigna- 
tion had at least as much to do, if 
not more, with the mandatory 
retirement age as it did the 
revealed affair. 

Name withheld, Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Guilty parties 

People can’t honestly believe that if 
it weren’t for Father Paul Shanley’s 
raping of young men and children, 
he would have been a pioneer for 
gay rights [“The Shame of Father 
Shanley,” July 23]! His advocacy was 
a cover-up for crime. Had he not 
been a rapist, he wouldn’t have 
needed the cover-up. 

Despite knowing about his 
crimes, the Catholic Church enabled 


him to ruin people. Now the church 
is trying to place blame elsewhere: 
on gay priests. Church leaders are 
to blame for providing the only in- 
stitution that makes it legal for 
pedophiles to act on their lack of 
human respect. Anywhere else, a 
pedophile would be charged with 
rape, but in the cover of the priest- 
hood, they get reassigned or, at 
most, lose their collar. At least 
Shanley is in prison. I find solace in 
knowing that they will all serve 
their time in hell. 

J. Malachi, Rochester, N.Y. 

The judgment of The Advocate and 
writer John Gallagher has been 
made. Shanley is guilty! Allegations 
have been made, “victims” have 
given their stories, no trial, no jury, 
the media have reveled in their First 
Amendment rights and convicted a 
man before he is proved guilty. So 
much for justice. 

J. Tyler Lambert, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The marrying kind 

Massachusetts candidate for gover- 
nor Robert Reich should be ap- 
plauded for his support of full mar- 
riage rights for same-sex couples 
[At Issue, July 23]. However, your 
statement “It’s the furthest a 


gubernatorial candidate has ever 
gone in supporting equal rights for 
gay couples” is not entirely accu- 
rate. In 1998 former New York 
State transportation commissioner 
Jim Larocca made LGBT rights a 
cornerstone of his campaign for 
governor. Not only did he unequiv- 
ocally support full marriage rights, 
he also pledged, if elected, to veto 
any Defense of Marriage-style legis- 
lation passed by the legislature. 
Contrary to what conventional wis- 
dom might suggest, his leadership 
on such a progressive issue did not 
cost him support in conservative 
areas. Larocca gained more votes 
at the Democratic Party’s rural cau- 
cus than all other candidates com- 
bined. He ultimately fell short in his 
quest to become governor more 
from a lack of money than from 
being perceived as too liberal. 

Doug Sterner, New York, N.Y. 

While I appreciate Reich’s willing- 
ness to support same-sex marriage, 
he is not the [only] gubernatorial 
candidate to do so. This year the 
Minnesota Green Party’s candidate 
for governor, Ken Pentel, supports 
same-sex marriage rights in line with 
the state and national party plat- 
forms of the Greens. 

David Strand, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please keep letters brief and to the point; we reserve the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include the home address and phone number of the 
writer and should be sent to Letters to the Editor, The Advocate. P.0. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; faxed to (323) 467-6805; or E-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 
We cannot respond to letters individually. For general information, send an E-mail to info@advocate.com with info typed in the subject line of your message. 

• / B Find more letters and the unabridged versions of some of these letters on the Web at www.advocate.com . 
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my perspective mark noel 


Shallow understanding 


I n 1993 I was in my second year of working my way through 
college as a deputy sheriff in Cobb County, Ga. That summer 
the Cobb County board of commissioners passed its infamous 
antigay resolution condemning the “gay lifestyle” as being “in- 
compatible” with the community standards of Cobb County — 
just as I was starting the process of coming out I believed my 


job and education had been placed in 
immediate jeopardy, so I retreated 
back into the closet 

One night we brought in a man on 
a DUI case — maybe with a rainbow 
sticker on his car; I don’t remember 
exactly. What stuck in my mind was 
that he was extremely upset about 
being arrested in Cobb County: 
“You’re just doing this to me because 
I’m gay,” he kept complaining. 

No, we weren’t In fact, I was qui- 
etly going well out of my way to 
make sure that none of my cowork- 
ers treated him unfairly. But, fearing 
for my job, there was no way I could 
explain that to him. Not that it would 
have made much difference. As long 
as I was wearing a uniform with 
cobb county on the sleeves, there 
was no way he could believe me. 
There was nothing discriminatory 
about our actions that night, but the 
county government had sent a mes- 
sage, and that man had received it 
loud and clear. 

The impact of it was real. 

Brock Bigsby, the scout executive 
of the Boston Minuteman Council, is 
in a similar fix. His is the first Boy 
Scout council in the United States to 
publicly announce a nondiscrimina- 
tion policy that includes sexual orien- 
tation, in apparent defiance of the 
Boy Scouts of America’s national 
membership policies. But he still 
wears the uniform of a national orga- 
nization whose leaders have consis- 
tently sent the message that gay peo- 
ple are immoral, unclean, and 
unwelcome. The Boston council’s 


policy has been in place for over a 
year, but neither I nor the council can 
point to a single openly gay scout or 
leader. As far as I know, I was its only 
openly gay applicant and was turned 



down. Out of 21,000 members, I 
know not one who has come out pub- 
licly. They’ve seen and read too much 
to trust that the Boston Minuteman 
Council will be able keep its word, 
rightly fearing the ruckus that will in- 
evitably ensue when someone comes 
out and Boston is put to the test by 
national headquarters. 

I’ve stayed in touch with some old 
coworkers at the Cobb County sher- 
iffs office, although I left my job 
there after I graduated from college, 
having served as a deputy for more 
than three years. Now that I’m out, 
friends there often tell me that sexual 


orientation is a total nonissue for 
them — which is encouraging but still 
not enough. That resolution has 
never been rescinded, and those well- 
meaning people have never taken any 
active steps to reduce the fear and 
uncertainty that still keep some of 
their coworkers in the closet 

Compare that to Boy Scout groups 
quietly reassuring funders that they 
disagree with the national policy and 
would never kick out a teenager be- 
cause of his religious beliefs or sexu- 
al orientation. Why not tell the 
teenagers themselves? 

Back-room reassurances made to 
the people who aren’t directly affect- 
ed simply won’t cut it. Discrimination 
isn’t just about yanking membership 
cards. It’s the message sent as a mat- 
ter of policy: Some people’s lives and 
liberties are valued less than others. 
And anything that carries that mes- 
sage — seating in the back of the bus 
or this convoluted “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” crap — has got to go. 

I know that many of the people in 
Boston and elsewhere are trying to 
do the right thing, and they should be 
commended for stepping forward 
when so many others haven’t. But I 
can’t bring myself to cut them any 
slack. The memory of those years I 
spent perfecting the art of living in 
the closet is still fresh, and I shudder 
when I think the same thing may be 
happening to another generation. 

In my hometown of Birmingham, 
Ala., just a few years before I was 
bom, Martin Luther King Jr. wrote 
from the city jail, “Shallow under- 
standing from people of good will is 
more frustrating than absolute mis- 
understanding from people of ill will 
Lukewarm acceptance is much more 
bewildering than outright rejection.” 

Amen, brother. ■ 

Noel is director of the New England 
Coalition for Inclusive Scouting. 


Now that I’m out, friends in Georgia often tell me that sexual orientation 
is a total nonissue for them— which is encouraging but still not enough. 
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“[My son] Jack Henry came up to me the other day 
and said, ‘Is it true you played a lesbian vampire?’ 

I thought, No! Of course. . . Oh, yes, I did! 

‘Yeah, it's true,' I said, and he and his brother 
went, ‘Oh, jeez, Ma!’” 

—The Hunger star Susan Sarandon (left, with Jack Henry and 
younger son Miles), as guoted in the August issue of Interview 


"I’m always the last to know.” 

—Actress lennifer Coolidge (American 
Pie, Legally Blonde, Best in Show), 
commenting on Queer as Folk star 
Hohert Sant's having come out onstage 
minutes earlier at the July 2t awards 
night ofOutfest, the L.A. gay and 
lesbian film festival. Coolidge said she'd 
been making eyes at Sant all night 


“It is not progress [to support gay 
marriage], it is decadence." 

—Higerian cardinal Francis Arime, president 
of the Vatican's Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Oialogue, as guoted by the 
Canadian Press news service, luly 25 


rants& raves 


"He [Attorney General John Ashcroft] 
has grossly underestimated me. 
Pm not some lesbian lefty.” 

—Defense attorney Lynne F. Stewart, 
indicted for conspiring to aid terrorists 
in connection with a Muslim 
extremist client, as guoted by 
the Los Angeles Times, July 27 
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THE ADVOCATE REPORT 



For breaking news get daily updates at ^ www.advocate.com 


PARENTING 

An instant family 

A Kentucky gay couple sets out to raise quadruplets, knowing 
the state recognizes only one of them as the father 


S ince their three 

sons and daughter 
were bom in Lex- 
ington, Ky., on 
July 26, partners 
Thomas Dysarz, 31, and 
Michael Meehan, 36, have 
been making daily trips to 
the hospital to hold the 
newborns to their chests 
while feeding them. “It lets 
the child hear your heart- 
beat while he’s eating,” 

Dysarz said. That way, he 
added, they know that he’s 
their daddy. 

The quadruplets — Jacob, 

Michael, Tristan, and Tay- 
lor — may realize that 
Dysarz is their father, but 
legally speaking, only Mee- 
han — their biological fa- 
ther — has the right to call 
himself “Dad.” And even 
though the babies’ surro- 
gate mother has agreed to 
relinquish her parental 
rights, Dysarz likely will 
remain only an unofficial 
father as long as the family 
resides in Kentucky, where 
state law does not provide any legal channel for gay 
men and lesbians to adopt their partners’ children. 

Actually, only six states and the District of Columbia 
have established legal precedent at the appeals court level 
that explicitly approves so-called second-parent adoptions. 
Nevertheless, there are steps Dysarz and Meehan and other 
gay parents should take to protect themselves in case one 


of them dies or they decide 
to break up, according to 
Ruth Harlow, legal director 
of Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund. “You 
have to build as much evi- 
dence as possible that there 
was a specific intent that 
both partners act as copar- 
ents,” she said. 

Lisa Coons- Andersen of 
the Florida-based group 
We 2 Have Parental Rights 
recommends that same-sex 
parents not only legally 
document their life as a 
family with things such as a 
will but also create records 
of parental involvement 
through photos, school 
documents, or proof of 
their participation in their 
children’s extracurricular 
activities. “These may not 
be legally binding,” she 
acknowledged, “but if 
you’re caught in a dispute 
over the kids with your 
ex-partner, they can at 
least give your lawyer 
something concrete." 
Dysarz, who owns two Lexington hair salons, said Mee- 
han, who is an attorney, “is drawing up all kinds of legal 
papers for us.” In addition, he’s “not too worried” about a 
custody battle should the two break up. “This has made us 
stronger as a couple,” he said, adding that next year they 
plan to have more children with the same surrogate moth- 
er — this time using Dysarz’s sperm. — Mubamk Dahir 
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Supporters and opponents of an antigay ballot initiative crowd the statehouse in Boston. 
MARRIAGE 

Holding back the homophobes 

I t took a joint session of the Massa- 
c 


I chusetts legislature, but on July 17 
lawmakers killed a proposed antigay 
ballot initiative. The initiative’s aim 
would have been to amend the state 
constitution in order to ban recogni- 
tion of same-sex marriage. 


A crowd of supporters and oppo- 
nents of the proposal gathered at the 
statehouse to hear the vote. “We are 
absolutely thrilled with this defeat of 
an antigay, antimarriage constitution- 
al amendment,” said Holly Gunner of 
gay rights group MassEquality.org. 


CIVIL UNIONS 

Untying the knot 

G len Rosengarten and Peter 
Downes had their relation- 
ship legally recognized in Ver- 
mont on New Year’s Eve, 2000. 
Now the men can’t break up — at 
least not in the eyes of the law. 
Vermont allows any same-sex 
couple, regardless of their state 
of residence, to be joined in a 
civil union. But in order for that 
union to be dissolved, at least 
one of the partners must be a 
state resident. 

On July 24 a Connecticut ap- 
peals court refused to dissolve 
the men’s union, in part because 
the state does not recognize such 
unions. Rosengarten’s attorney, 
Gary Cohen, said his client was 
seeking a formal dissolution to 
protect the inheritance of his 
three adult children. 


COURT 

Sodomy takes the stand 

J ust 1 1 days after the Arkansas supreme 
court overturned that state’s same-sex 
sodomy law, Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund on July 16 asked the U.S. 
Supreme Court to review the “homosexu- 
al conduct" law in Texas. The law pro- 
hibits sex between consenting adults of 
the same sex. The case, Lawrence and 
Gamer v. Texas, involves two men who 
were arrested in 1998 while having sex in 
the home of one of the men. 

“This law harms all people who believe 
that their homes should be protected 
from governmental intrusion," said Lamb- 
da’s Lee Taft. “In partic- 
ular, it brands lesbian 
and gay Texans as sec- 
ond-class citizens." 


Hi 


From left: Garner and 
Lawrence with one of 
their lawyers 


PEOPLE 

Rosie fights for Rosie 

K nown for her battles for gun 
control and gay adoption, 
Rosie O’Donnell 
may be picking a 
new fight — for 
more influence at 
her magazine, 

Rosie. O’Donnell, 
who shares own- 
ership of the mag- 
azine with pub- 
lisher Gruner & 

Jahr USA but 
does not have edi- 
torial control, re- 
portedly is upset 
about its new direction and, at 
press time, was threatening legal 
action. According to The Neiv 
York Times , the former talk- 
show host is frustrated by new 
editor Susan Toepfer’s effort to 
make Rosie content more uplift- 
ing, which doesn’t always fit with 



O’Donnell’s desire to emphasize 
real-life stories. “There are cre- 
ative differences, which they are 
trying to work on and hopefully 
resolve,” O’Donnell representa- 
tive Cindi Berger 
told the Times. 

Meanwhile, 
O’Donnell said 
she’s done with 
being featured on 
the magazine’s 
covers. “Part of 
the agreement to 
do this magazine 
was that I [would] 
do only one cover 
a year, and I have 
been on the last 
eight or nine covers,” she told 
Mediaweek. “That has been a big 
problem for me — I hate photo 
shoots. I would rather have a 
root canal than do a photo shoot 
“I did [the September] cover 
with The Sopranos that’s in the 
can,” she added, “and that’s it” 
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The World’s 


January 25 - February 1, 2003 

New Norwegian Dawn from Miami 


Atlantis presents the largest and most deluxe all-gay cruise ever 
this winter aboard the new 2300 passenger Norwegian Dawn. With 
stellar entertainment, amazing parties, beautiful islands, and the 
most spectacular ship we ever sailed! Don't miss this one. 



For a brochure detailing all of our all-gay vacations, see your 
travel agent, visit our website, or call us at 800-6-ATLANTIS. 

www.atlantisevents.com 


Continental Continental is the 

Airlines S89. official airline of Atlantis 



More all-gay vacations 

Viva Las Vegas 6 

October 4 - 6 

Gay Games Sydney 2002 

October 30 - November 11 

Club Atlantis Puerto Vallarta 

November 2 - 9 

Sydney Mardi Gras 

February 23 - March 4, 2003 

Sky Exotic San Juan Cruise 

March 9 - 16, 2003 

4 
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MURDER 

Closure at Gallaudet 

J oseph Mesa Jr. will spend the 
rest of his life in prison for 
killing two of his former class- 
mates at Gallaudet University — 
a Washington, D.C., school for the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing — in Sep- 
tember 2000. One of Mesa’s vic- 
tims, 19-year-old Eric Plunkett, 
was a member of the school’s gay 
student group. 

“Both victims are on my mind 
forever," the 22-year-old Mesa 
said through a sign-language inter- 
preter at the July 10 sentencing. 
But his apology failed to sway 
District of Columbia superior 
court judge Robert Richter, w ho 
sentenced Mesa to six life terms 
in prison. “There is a need for ret- 
ribution, in a sense, for a case like 
this,” Richter said. 


tives at the charities 
cited shrinking pro- 
ceeds and low r er rider 
turnout when announc- 
ing the decision to end 
their partnership with 
ride organizer Pallotta 
TeamWorks. AIDS char- 
ities in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Wash- 
ington, D.C., also have 
cut ties with Pallotta in 
the past year. 

Two weeks prior 
to the Heartland an- 
nouncement, Pallotta 
officials said they were 
also discontinuing their 
AIDS vaccine fluid-rais- 
ing bike rides after this 
year. “The returns were 
not good, and people 
w r ere not signing up,” 
said company presi- 
dent Steve Bennett. 


End of the road? 


B eneficiaries called it 
quits for yet another 
AIDS Ride on July 26. 
This time it was the 
Heartland AIDS Ride, 


which for seven years 
has raised millions of 
dollars for charities in 
Minnesota Wisconsin, 
and Illinois. Representa- 


Pallotta TeamWorks’s Heartland AIDS Ride is now defunct. 


The World 


MARRIAGE 

The battle over "I do” 

A lthough the superior court in 
Ontario, Canada ruled on July 
12 that the province must recognize 
gay marriage, the Canadian govern- 
ment isn’t quite ready to let gay peo- 
ple go down the aisle. The feds said 
July 29 that they would appeal the 
provincial court’s ruling because, as 
Canada’s attorney general, Martin 
Cauchon, explained, “there is no 
consensus, either from the courts or 
among Canadians, on whether or 
how [the country’s marriage] laws 
require change.” 

Meanwhile, a court in Germany 
reinforced that country’s same-sex 
partnership law on July 17. Ger- 
many’s supreme court dismissed a 
complaint brought by conservatives 
that the law violated constitutional 
provisions protecting marriage. 



From left: Canadian attorney general Cauchon; Germany’s Beck with a newly joined couple 


In effect since August, the part- 
nership law gives legally registered 
same-sex couples most of the rights 
given to married couples and re- 


quires a court decision for divorce. 

“I’m enormously relieved,” said 
openly gay lawmaker Volker Beck 
after the court’s decision. 


UNITED KINGDOM 

Out in parliament 

A lan Duncan has become the first 
Conservative member of the 
British parliament to come out of 
the closet. 


Duncan, who is foreign affairs 
spokesman for Britain’s main 
opposition party, told The [London] 
Times newspaper on July 29 that 
“living in disguise as a politician in 
the modem world simply isn’t 
an option.” 
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Rough shave? Razor irritation? 1 

No problem. 



Wash 


Neutrogena 

MEN 


Deep cleans 
and smoothes skin 

Prepares skin for 
a less irritating shave 


Neutrogena 


MEN 


Prevents razor 
bumps and cuts 


Protects and 
makes skin less 
prone to irritation 


Safe enough for sensitive skin 
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"Just one of the girls” 

How a 61 -year-old transgendered woman got elected student body 
president of her Pennsylvania community college 



Alberta Hamm "lived a double life for 55 years” but now feels "fantastic." 


B y the time Alberta 
Hamm had enrolled 
in Pennsylvania’s 
Harrisburg Area Com- 
munity College two years 
ago , she had been through 
several lifetimes: as a 
husband and fa ther , an 
elder in her Protestant 
church, a salesman at a 
Montgomery Ward de- 
partment store , and , 
since 1995, as a trans- 
gendered woman (her 
transition was completed 
on July 10, 2001). 

Hamm was already 
speaking on behalf of the 
trans community when 
she entered HACC to 
study to become a thera- 
pist for gender identity 
issues. Last spring, 
Hamm, 61, ivas elected 
president of the student 
government. She spoke to 
The Advocate on the eve 
of her first semester in 
office. 

You could have stayed 
low-profile when you 
first enrolled at HACC, 
but you decided to be 
very visible and active. 
Was that difficult to do? 
When I started at HACC, I 
was approached about 
doing a presentation [on 
transgender issues]. I was 
very skittish about it. I 
thought, I came to school 
to get an education, not 
to put myself out front. 
But then I realized, No, 
what it's all about is to 
put myself out front, 
therefore preventing, pos- 
sibly, somebody else from 
going through the same 
problems that I had. 


You lived for 55 years 
as a man. What con- 
vinced you to make the 
full transition? 

You might say I lived a 
double life for 55 years. 
And [in 1995] it was start- 
ing to take its toll. I was 
married for 30 years and 
all the time pretended to 
be something I was not. 

I was being treated for 
heart problems. They said 
to me, “Either you get rid 
of this stress in your life, 
or you’re going to be 
dead." The doctors sched- 
uled me for some mental 
health evaluation. It 
took me three months of 
talking with a therapist, 
and one day I just broke 
down and told this 
therapist that I felt like 
a woman. 

What have you found to 
be recurring miscon- 
ceptions about trans- 
gendered people? 

One thing is, “Oh, you 
just want to have a sex 


change so you don’t have 
to admit you’re gay.” As 
far as I am concerned, I 
am a heterosexual 
woman. Can I reproduce 
children? No. But I am as 
close to being a genetic 
woman as possible. And 
I’m comfortable with 
that. Do I hope to get 
married? Yes, I do. Will 
that happen? I don’t 
know. I keep saying that 
my transition became 
part of my spiritual life. 

So if the good Lord wants 
me to have a husband, I 
think he’s going to 
arrange that. 

Was the transition 
harder or easier than 
you anticipated? 

It was actually much easi- 
er. I anticipated losing my 
job, only to have my em- 
ployer reinforce what I 
was doing, saying, “Hey, 
you’re a good salesperson. 
We want you here. In your 
transition, you remember 
that you can always work 
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for Montgomery Ward, 
and we just would appre- 
ciate it if you didn’t em- 
barrass the company.” 
Well, I was company-ori- 
ented, so why would I do 
that? I started transition- 
ing, and I went very slow- 
ly and very conservative- 
ly. And I think that’s why 
I was so successful. 

What did you think 
your chances were of 
getting elected by the 
students at your 
school? 

I ran against four other 
people, all probably 
under 30. You have to un- 
derstand, I live in a con- 
servative area. I was con- 
cerned. Number 1, 1 was 
61 years old. Number 2, 1 
was a trans person. But 
the students at HACC 
didn’t consider that at all. 
They just knew I was fa- 
miliar with student gov- 
ernment. I ran on issues 
of teamwork, diversity, 
fiscal responsibility, and 
accountability. I had a 
good platform, and I 
knew the issues. But yet I 
have students who say to 
me, “We don’t care about 
those other things. We 
know you as Alberta, and 
that is what is important.” 
I feel fantastic. I’m old 
enough to be these stu- 
dents’ grandmother, and 
they accept me. I func- 
tion just like I’m one of 
the girls. 

What plans are on your 
agenda for your first 
semester as president? 

I want to have a disabili- 
ties club on campus. I 
have a severe vision im- 
pairment, and if it weren’t 
for our disability program, 
I probably wouldn’t be in 
school. — Jay Blotcher 
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Minnesota's Dayton 
supports DP benefits 
for federal workers. 


WASHINGTON 


ally in Congress 


U .S. senator Mark Dayton, a 
Minnesota Democrat, pre- 
sented a practical argument for 
domestic-partner benefits 
when on June 27 he introduced 
legislation that would extend 
health, retirement, and life in- 
surance benefits to same-sex 
partners of federal employees. 
“Up to 40% of an employ- 


ee’s compensation these days 
is in the benefits,” Dayton 
said. “So if someone is being 
denied those benefits, they 
are essentially taking a 40% 
pay cut." 

Minnesota’s other U.S. sena- 
tor, Democrat Paul Wellstone, 
offered a similar bill a few 
years ago, but it didn’t pass. 


HEALTH 

Paying to look 
perfect 

G ay men have always 
had a reputation for 
being preoccupied with 
improving Iheir looks, but 
data from a July survey re- 
leased by marketing and 
research films Witeck- 


Combs Communications 
and Harris Interactive sug- 
gest that more of them are 
taking their glooming to a 
new, high-tech level. A na- 
tional consumer survey 
conducted via the Web be- 
tween June 20 and 26 indi- 
cated gays were twice as 
likely as straight people to 
have undergone laser vi- 


sion-correction surgeiy 
and seven times more like- 
ly than heterosexuals to 
have had permanent laser 
hair removal. 

Wesley Combs, presi- 
dent of Witeck-Combs, 
says part of the reason for 
the disparity may be that 
gays are significantly less 
likely to have child-rearing 


expeases and tend to have 
more discretionary in- 
come than straight con- 
sumers. That extra money 
is key — laser hair removal 
carries a price tag of $300 
and up for a single ses- 
sion, and laser vision-cor- 
rection surgery can cost 
$1,500 to $2,000 per eye. 

— Bob Adams 



W hen word got out that 
Big Brothers Big Sis- 
ters of America was offi- 
cially welcoming gay men 
and lesbians as youth men- 
tors, conservative activists I 
hit the roof. Since 1977 the 
organization has prohibited discrimi- 
nation based on sexual orientation, 
but in July it moved to enforce the 
rule after a few local chapters barred 
gays and lesbians from becoming 
mentors. 

Far-right group Focus on the 
Family swiftly objected to the new 
mandate. Leader James Dobson is- 
sued an alert on his syndicated radio 
broadcast, and the group’s Web site 


and E-mail newsletter urged people 
to contact Big Brothers to protest 
Mack Koonce, Big Brothers’ exec- 
utive vice president and CEO, told 
The Philadelphia Inquirer that his 
group “doesn’t have the broad goal 
of teaching heterosexual, marital re- 
lationships. We look at: Do the kids 
stay in school? Do they improve peer 
and family relationships? That’s 
what we think the big issues are.” 


Big Brothers 
on your side 
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Transitions 


DIED: Robert Word, 62. gay pho- 
tographer known for taking portraits 
of famous gay and lesbian writers, 
of a heart attack, July 16. Giard 
lived in Amagansett, N.Y., but was 
traveling by bus from Minneapolis to 
a portrait session in Chicago when 
be died. 

DIED: Bill Platft, 77, San Francisco 
businessman and gay activist, of 
undisclosed causes, July 9. Plath 
cofounded the Society for Individual 
Rights, one of the first gay rights 
organizations, in 1964. 

APPOINTED: Deborah Bon sack, 
as executive director of An Uncom- 
mon Legacy Foundation, effective 
July 22. The foundation annually pro- 
vides scholarships for lesbian stu- 
dents and supports lesbian-oriented 
projects and organizations. 
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VIRACEPT® 

netfinavir mesylate 

VIRACEPT is indicated in combination with other 
antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV 
infection. The most common side effect of 
VIRACEPT is diarrhea, which can usually be 
controlled with over-the-counter treatments. 
Some prescription and non-prescription drugs 
and supplements should not be taken with 
VIRACEPT, so talk to your doctor first. For 
some people, protease inhibitors have been 
associated with the onset or worsening 
of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia, 
changes in body fat, and increased 
bleeding in hemophiliacs. HIV drugs do 
not cure HIV infection or prevent you 
from spreading the virus. 

Refer to the important information on 
the next page. For more information, 
call toll free 1-888-VIRACEPT 
or visit www.viracept.com. 


Time To Plan Your Future With VIRACEPT . 


it's strong and effective. Keep your viral load 
with the # 1 prescribed HIV medication of its kind.* 
works with you to keep your life on track, 
it's easy to live with. VIRACEPT's easy dosing 
schedule and manageable side effects have been helping 
all kinds of people continue to lead their lives on their 
own terms. 

Because it saves future options. When choosing a 
treatment plan, it's important to consider what options 
you will have in the future. Studies show taking VIRACEPT 
early on leaves you with choices in treatment for later. 
Ask your doctor about your future with VIRACEPT. 


« 
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VIRACEPT® 

(nelfinavir mesylate) 

Tablets and Oral Powder 

Information for Patients 

about VIRACEPT* (Vl-ra-cept) 

Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate 

For the Treatment of Human 
Immunodeficiency Vims (HIV) Infection 

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please 
read this leaflet each time you renew the prescription, just in case anything 
has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement for a careful 
discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT 
when you start taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should 
remain under a doctor's care when taking VIRACEPT and should not change 
or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor. 

Alert Hnd out about medicines that should NOT be taken with 
VIRACEPT. Please also read the section "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT 
TAKE WITH VIRACEPT" 

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK? 

VIRACEPT is used in combination with other antiretroviral drugs in the 
treatment of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. 
Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important 
to the immune system. After a large number of CD4 cells have been 
destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). 

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein-cutting enzyme), which 
is required for HIV to multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to significantly 
reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. Although VIRACEPT is not a cure 
for HIV or AIDS, VIRACEPT can help reduce your risk for death and illness 
associated with HIV. Patients who took VIRACEPT also had significant 
increases in the number of CD4 cell count. 

VIRACEPT should be taken together with other antiretroviral drugs such 
as Retrovir® (zidovudine, AZT), Epivii® (lamrvudine, 3TC), or Zent® (stavudine, 
d4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other antiretroviral drugs 
reduces the amount of HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CD4 counts. 
VWACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age 
or older. Studies in infants younger than 2 years of age are now taking place 
DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS? 

VKACEPTisnotacureforHfVinfectionorAIDS.PecipletakingVtRACEPT may 
still develop opportunistic infections or other conditions associated with HIV 
infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, 
Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi's sarcoma. 
There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HtV to 
others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 

WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT? 

Together with yar doctor, you need to decide whether VIRACEPT is appropriate 
for you. In making your decision, the following should be considered: 
Allergies: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you 
must not take VIRACEPT. You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or 
pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as other medicines, 
foods, preservatives, or dyes 

It you are pregnant The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or their 
unborn babies are not known. If you are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT. 

If you are breast-feeding: tou should discuss with your doctor the best way 
to feed your baby. You should be aware that if your baby does not already 
have HW, there is a chance that it can be transmitted through breast-feeding. 
Women should not breast-feed if they have HIV. 

Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 1 3 
years of age with HIV. There is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can be mixed 
with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding, instructions on how to take 
VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how 
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be prepared. 

If you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with 
liver disease. If you have liver disease, you should tell your doctor before 
taking VIRACEPT. 

Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the use 
of VIRACEPT. Some people taking protease inhibitors have developed new 
or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some people with hemophilia 
have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the protease inhibitors 
caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hemophilia 
types A and B, diabetes mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent 
urination. 


Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/or life- 
threatening adverse events. 

Rifampin® (for tuberculosis), also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®, 
Rifater®, or Rifamate® 

This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT. 

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutin® 
(rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin. 

A change of therapy should be considered If you are taking 
VIRACEPT with: 

Phenobarbital 

Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others) 

Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others) 

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and 
make it less effective. 

Oral contraceptives (“the pill") 

If you are taking the pill to prevent pregnancy, you should use a different 
type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce the effectiveness of 
oral contraceptives. 

Special considerations 

Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor 
about possible drug interactions and side effects. If you take Viagra and 
VIRACEPT together, you may be at increased risk of side effects of Viagra 
such as low blood pressure, visual changes, and penile erection lasting 
more than 4 hours. If an erection lasts longer than 4 hours, you should 
seek immediate medical assistance to avoid permanent damage to your 
penis. Your doctor can explain these symptoms to you. 

It is not recommended to take VIRACEPT with the cholesterol-lowering 
drugs Mevacor® (tovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) because of possible 
drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of dreg interactions 
between VIRACEPT and Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Bayed® (cerivastatin); 
talk to your doctor before you take either of these cholesterol reducing 
drugs with VIRACEPT. 

Taking St John's wort (hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as 
a dietary supplement or products containing St John's wort with VIRACEPT 
is not recommended. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or are planning 
to take St John's wort. Taking St John's wort may decrease VIRACEPT levels 
and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to VIRACEPT or 
cross resistance to other antiretroviral drugs. 

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI-HIV DRUGS? 
Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs increases their ability 
to fight the virus. It also reduces the opportunity for resistant vxuses to grow. 
Based on your history of taking other anti-HIV medicine, your doctor will 
direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV medicines. These 
drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This will 
depend on how many times a day each medicine should be taken. It will 
also depend on whether it should be taken with or without food. 
Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when 
VIRACEPT was given with: 

Retrovir (zidovudine. AZT) 

Epivir (lamivudine. 3TQ 
Zerit (stavudine, d4T) 

Videx® (didanosine, ddl) 

If you are taking both Videx (ddf) and VIRACEPT: 

Videx should be taken without food, on an empty stomach. Therefore, you 
should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours 
before you take Videx. 

Nonnudeoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTls): 

When VIRACEPT is taken together with: 

Viramune® (nevirapine) 

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood is unchanged. A dose adjustment 
is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Viramune. 

Sustiva™ (efavirenz) 

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. A dose adjustment 
is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Sustiva. 

Other NNRTls 

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTls. 

Other protease inhibitors: 

When VIRACEPT is taken together with: 

Crixivan® (indinavir) 

The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination. 
Norvir™ (ritonavir) 

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination. 


HOW SHOULD I TAKE VIRACEPT? 

VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor's prescription, four doctor may 
prescribe the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets either as 1250 mg (five tablets) 
taken two times a day or as 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. 
VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light snack. VIRACEPT 
tablets are film -coated to help make the tablets easier to swallow. 

Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or 
decrease any dose or the number of doses per day. Also, take this medicine 
for the exact period of time that your doctor has instructed. Do not stop 
taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even If 
you are feeling better. 

Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not 
give VIRACEPT to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else. 
The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients. 
Follow the directions from your doctor, exactly as written on the label. 
The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain somewhat consistent 
over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to 
decrease; therefore, you should not miss any doses. However, if you 
miss a dose, you should take the dose as soon as possible and then take 
your next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled. 
Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older) 

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 1250 mg (five tablets) taken 
two times a day or 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each 
dose should be taken with a meal or light snack. 

Dosing in children 2 to 13 years of age 
The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight The recommended 
dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 9 to 1 4 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times 
daily with a meal or light snack. This can be administered either in tablet 
form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder. 

Dose instructions will be provided by the child's doctor. The dose will be 
given three times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a measuring 
teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and age of the 
child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is 
described in the chart below. 


Pediatric Dote to Be Adminittered Three Timet Dally 

Body Weight 
1 Kg Lb 

Number ol 
Level Scoops* 

Number of 
Level Teaspoonst 

Number of 
Tablets 

7 to <8.5 

15.5 to <18.5 

4 

1 

— 

8.5 to <10.5 

18.5 to <23 

5 

1 1/4 

— 

10.5 to <12 

23 to <26.5 

6 

1 1/2 

— 

12 to <14 

26.5 to <31 

7 

13/4 

— 

14 to <16 

31 to <35 

8 

2 

— 

16 to <18 

35 to <39.5 

9 

21/4 

— 

18 to <23 

39.5 to <50.5 

10 

21/2 

2 

223 

250.5 

15 

3 3/4 

3 


In measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level. 

* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop provided 
with your VIRACEPT bottle. 

1 1 level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring 
teaspoon used for dispensing medication should be used for 
measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure you 
have a medication dispensing teaspoon. 


How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared? 

The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk, 
formula, soy formula, soy milk, dietary supplements, or dairy foods such 
as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must be taken to 
obtain the full dose. 

Do not mix the powder with any acidic food or juice, such as orange or 
grapefruit juice, apple juice, or apple sauce, because this may create a 
bitter taste. 

Once the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or 
refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do not heat the mixed dose once it has 
been prepared. 

Do not add water to bottles of oral powder. 

VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in 
determining the exact dose of powder for your child, please ask your 
doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. 

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low-calorie sweetener, and 
therefore should not be taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU). 

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED? 

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep 
bottle dosed and store at room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F) away 
from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp place. Heat and 
moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT. 


Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease 
inhibitors. These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper 
back and neck (“buffalo hump*), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat 
from the face, legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS? 

VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, induding those you take without 
a prescription. You must discuss with your doctor any drugs that you are 
taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT 
Medicines you should not take with VIRACEPT: 

Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartburn) 

Cordarone® (amiodarone. for irregular heartbeat) 

Quinidine (for irregular heartbeat), also known as Quinaglute®. 

Cardioquin®. Quinidex®, and others 

Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache) 

Hakaon® (triazolam) 

Versed® (midazolam) 

Mevacor® (tovastatin, for cholesterol lowering) 

Zocor® (simvastatin, for cholesterol lowering) 


Invirase® (saquinavir) 

The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination. 
WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT? 

Like all medicines. VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side 
effects experienced with VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea 
is the most common side effect in people taking VIRACEPT, and most 
adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment. 

In clinical studies, about 15-20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg 
(three tablets) three times daily or 1 250 mg (five tablets) two times daily 
had four or more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled 
using antidiarrheal medicines, such as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and 
others, which are available without a prescription. 

Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients receiving 
VIRACEPT include nausea, gas and rash. 

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in 
less than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT. However, these side effects 
may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to the 
illness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side 
effects in patients who took VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared 
with those who took only the other drugs For a complete list of side 
effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. 


Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be 
sure that if you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children. 
Discuss all questions about your health with your doctor. If you have 
questions about VIRACEPT or any other medication you are taking, ask 
your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 1 888 VIRACEPT 
(1.888.847.2237) toll free. 

Cafi 1 .888. VIRACEPT 

VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Copyright ©2001 , Agouron Pharmaceuticals. Inc. AH rights reserved. 
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GAY GAMES PREVIEW 

The secrets of Australia 

If you're wondering what a trip to Australia 
for this fall’s Gay Games VI will be like, join 
Advocate correspondent Dan Allen for his 
eye-opening lOday Aussie excursion, taking in the sites 
and meeting the people. Exclusively on Advocate.com. 

FIRST-PERSON 

Elementary school drag queen 

What's a mother to do when her 11-year-old son prefers 
wigs and heels to football helmets and Nikes? Help make 
him the most celebrated drag star in his school, of 
course. Only on Advocate.com, read one mother’s 
intimate account of her happily cross-dressing child. 

AOVOCATE TRAVEL 

Paradise in Napa 

Nestled in a wooded glen in Northern California’s wine 
country is Meadowood, a resort that's luxu- 
rious, low-key, and gay-friendly, with golf, 
tennis, swimming, croquet, hiking, fine din- 
ing, and. of course, great wine. Get a taste 
of the good life at advocate.com/travel. 


You can find links to related Web sites for most stories in this issue at 
www.advocate.com . When you see the mouse icon at the end of a story, 
you will also find additional exclusive features at www.advocate.com . 


From the Advocate Archives 



August 5, 1982 

The first Gay Games 

G ay Games VI hopes to 
have a record number 
of participants in Sydney 
this fall, but not long be- 
fore the first Gay Games — 
called the Gay Olympic 



Games by organizers — in 
1982, it wasn’t clear if the 
event would even take 
place. 

For one thing, the U.S. 
Olympic Committee filed 
a lawsuit that ended up 
prohibiting organizers 
from using the word 
Olympics. 

But the toughest prob- 
lem, games founder Tom 
Waddell told Advocate 
reporter Paul Trefzger, 
was that people doubted 
the event’s seriousness. 
Fund-raising was diffi- 
cult: A direct-mail effort 
sent to a list of 12,000 
known contributors to 
gay causes yielded a 


Out of site 

"Objectionable” 
content gets some gay 
groups booted offline 

G uerrilla Queer Bar is the 
latest online gay group to 
tussle with its Inter- 
net service provider 
after Yahoo! tem- 
porarily disabled the 
site in June for con- 
taining “objection- 
able” content. 

GuerrillaQueer- 
Bar.com, which 
serves as a message 
board and informa- 
tion center for social 
activities in the San 
Francisco area, at- 
tracts up to 6,000 
unique visitors a 
month. According to 
group founder Brian Mc- 
Connell, the curt E-mail he 
received notifying him that 
his site w'as in violation of 
Yahool’s terms of service 


response of less than 1%. 

Gradually not only San 
Francisco athletes but 
1,600 athletes from 10 
countries participated. 

Waddell, a former 
Olympic decathlete, told 
Trefzger that he looked 
forward to the pageantry 
of the opening cere- 
monies, which kic ked off 
tl\e games August 28, 1982. 
“It will be a rather emo- 
tional and stining event,” 
he said. “Tire games 
will. . .create a sense of 
unity for those who live 
openly gay lives and blow 
the lid [off] this oppres- 
sion that everybody feels.” 
— Don Romesburg 


included no specific exam- 
ple of what was objection- 
able. “Our users weren’t 
happy, and, boy, did they 
let [Yahoo!] know,” he said. 

Yahoo! subsequently 
restored tire site and apolo- 
gized to the group. “The 
I/rBT community is very 



Guerrillaqueerbar.com serves as 
an info center for social activities 
in and around San Francisco. 

important to Yahoo!” said 
Yahoo! spokeswoman Mary 
Osako. “When problems 
arise, we take steps to 
make sure everyone is 
treated fairly.” 

Complaints of Internet 
companies labeling gay- 
themed sites as objection- 
able or even pornography 
remain a common problem, 
however, according to 
Cathy Renna of the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation, which says it 
monitors gay and lesbian 
Web sites and works with 
Internet service providers 
t o ensure that gay users are 
treated fairly 

“The biggest issue is how 
frontline representatives in- 
terpret what is objection- 
able,” said Renna. “We work 
with these groups to help 
them define what Ls truly 
objectionable and then train 
their staff.” — Jeremiah Hall 
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Murder most gay 

IT WAS A REAL-LIFE GAY-ON-GAY 
crime of passion: In a San Diego gay 
bar, Thomas Mayta fired a gun at 
Peter Blasik, missing him and killing 
bystander Gregory Hisel. On Sep- 
tember 8, Mayta’s murder trial will 
hit prime time on NBC’s Crime & 
Punishment — this season’s reality 
spin-off of the mighty Law & Order 
franchise. 

Bill Guttentag, the show’s execu- 
tive producer, stresses that the 
episode will not “fan the flames of 
hatred,” he says. “To look at a per- 
son who goes into a bar with a 
loaded glut and say, Tills represents 
gay people,’ that’s the prism in 
which a hateful person looks at the 
show. [Instead] you can focus on all 
the other people in the episode, 
starting with the victim.” 


/</o/ gossip 

IS IT POSSIBLE FOR AN AMERICAN IDOL to be gay? 
When it comes to Fox’s red-hot talent sear ch series 
American Idol, it seems dial issue is open to debate. One 
day after The Buzz became aware that 19-year-old con- 
testant Jim Verraros was keeping an accessible Internet 
journal that included open discussion of his homosexual- 
ity — prompting us to ask Fox for an interview with Ver- 
raros — tire Web diary was quickly deleted. 

Portions of the journal leading up to his debut on 
American Idol reveal a good-natured young man with air 
affinity for teen-popsters like 'N Sync and O-Town, “good 
gay flicks” like The Broken Hearts Club, and writing 
songs for Iris close friends. In one particularly charming 
entry, he declares, “I found out that a guy likes me!!! 
Umnrrrr, totally random and I never even saw it coming, 
but hey, it's cool. He’s adorable in, like, every way.” 

Tire Chicago-based singer was cut from the viewer- 
polled program on July 17, and repeated calls to Fox 
were not returned. Ironically, tire wirurer of Pop Idol, the 
smash British program that spawned American Idol , 
was Will Young, who came out shortly after his first 
single topped the U.K. charts. 


Lights, camera, 


AS FAR AS REAUTY 
TV goes, cockroach 
eating and skydiving 
pale in comparison t o 
the w'edding-day jitters 
that plague the sub- 
jects of Bravo’s deli- 
ciously gripping reality 
miniseries, Gay Wed- 
dings. Over tire course 
of eight episodes (air- 
ing September 2-5), 
we follow four gay 
couples — Scott and 
Harley, Lupe and 
Sopja, Dan and Gregg, 
and Dale and Eve — as 
Urey wrestle with ho- 
mophobic reception 
locations, stores (The 
Buzz learned that the 
camera crew was 


booted when propri- 
etors realized these 
were gay weddings at 
hand), and family 
members. As one 
mismatched, argumen- 
tative couple ponders 
breakup by Ure end of 
episode 1, another 
copes with a partner’s 
“runaway bride” 
reputation. 

“It’s definitely a 
scary time,” says Kirk 
Marcolina, who along 
with fellow out pro- 
ducer Douglas Ross 
( Fear Factor) created 
the ultimately inspir- 
ing miniseries. “These 
people were facing 
criticism from fami- 


lies, risking losing a 
mother or sister. But 
they had a chance to 
take a pioneering step, 
make a commitment, 
and also let it be part 
of a TV show’, so it 
was a much bigger 
challenge t han to eat a 
rattlesnake butt." 
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A quarter century after Anita Bryant’s “Save Our Children” campaign, 
Miami-Dade voters are again squaring off over gay rights BY PETER FREIBERG 


T he year was 1977, the place 
South Florida’s Dade County. 
The world’s attention was fo- 
cused on gay rights, with 
singer and orange juice pitch- 
woman Anita Bryant leading a bizarre 
“Save Our Children” crusade to over- 
turn a law protecting gay men and les- 
bians against discrimination. And when 
voters overwhelmingly repealed the or- 
dinance, Bryant danced a jig, and her 
husband, Bob Green, kissed her for 
photographers. “This is what hetero- 
sexuals do, fellas,” Green said. 

The defeat was a watershed, galva- 
nizing the gay rights movement nation- 
ally to organize for future battles while 
convincing far-right activists that they 
could raise money and gain power by 
fighting gay rights. It wasn’t until 1998 
that commissioners of what is now 
Miami-Dade County reinstated the an- 


tidiscrimination protections. Now, 25 
years after Bryant led her antigay cru- 
saders to victory, the religious right has 
again forced a referendum in the hope 
of repealing the county’s ban on dis- 
crimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion in employment, housing, public ac- 
commodations, and credit and finance. 

With the vote looming on September 
10, both sides face a very different politi- 
cal and demographic landscape this 
time around. Unlike in 1977, gay people 
now have overwhelming support from 
the political, business, and entertain- 
ment establishments. And Bryant, 62, 
whose postelection career disintegrated 
after gays picketed her appearances and 
boycotted Florida orange juice, won’t be 
a factor this time around. “She’s had 
enough of that; she wants to live her 
life," says Green, now her ex-husband, 
who lives in Miami Beach. “My opinion 


is that [repeal is] not going to win. Times 
have changed, and people... have be- 
come desensitized [to gays]. Every other 
[TV] show has gay characters, and peo- 
ple just get used to it” 

Nevertheless, leaders of No to Dis- 
crimination-SAVE Dade, the group or- 
ganizing the campaign against the re- 
peal, caution that the outcome remains 
very uncertain, even though their 
polling shows a majority backing the 
county law. “Our support was not a 
landslide by any means,” says executive 
director Timothy Higdon, “but when 
you really present the issue as discrimi- 
nation, people see that Also, people are 
very proud of living in a world-class 
[metropolis] where discrimination’s not 
tolerated. So those are the core mes- 
sages we’re hammering on.” 

The big question, Higdon says, is 
whether supporters can be mobilized to 
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vote in a typically low-turnout election 
in which primaries are the only other 
draw. “Our opposition is complacency,” 
he says, adding that the organization is 
focusing on identifying 90,000 voters 
against discrimination and making sure 
they get to the polls. A loss, he says, 
would have national implications. 

“This [election] is going to be a real 
measure of the cohesiveness and orga- 
nization of the progressive community 
versus the ability of the Christian 
right,” Higdon says. “If they’re able to 
defeat us here, you’re going to see a 
huge inflow of money back into the 
Christian Coalition.” 

No to Discrimination is seeking to 
raise $1.4 million, but fund-raising is 
going slowly, says campaign cochair 
Heddy Pena One fear, she says, is that 
the pro-repeal group, Take Back Miami- 
Dade County, an adjunct of the Christ- 
ian Coalition, will unleash an advertis- 
ing blitz just before the election that No 
to Discrimination will be unable to 
counter. Acknowledging the symbolic 
and possibly practical nationwide im- 
pact of a defeat, the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force is donating $50,000 
and sending most of its staff to Miami 
during the campaign’s final three 
weeks, says executive director Lorri 
Jean. “We really want to draw a line in 
the sand here,” she says, “and show 
that things have changed in the last 25 
years.” The Human Rights Campaign is 
donating an additional $10,000 along 
with staff and volunteers. 

Miami-Dade County is a sprawling 
metropolis that includes three cities that 
have their own gay-inclusive antidiscrim- 
ination laws in place. The importance of 
gay tourism in the area has helped unite 
county business leaders against repeal, 
says Dario Moreno, a political science 
professor at Florida International Uni- 
versity. “They want Miami to have a rep- 
utation for tolerance,” he says. 

In Miami-Dade’s ethnic cauldron, 
Hispanics — primarily Cuban-Ameri- 
cans, but many from Puerto Rico, 
Colombia, and elsewhere in Latin 
America — are dominant politically. But 
whites, African-Americans, and 
Haitians are also important. Among 
whites, Jews are strongly pro-gay, with 
the Greater Miami Jewish Federation 
voting more than 2'A years ago to op- 
pose repeal. Among African-Americans, 
Take Back Miami-Dade has won back- 


ing from some ministers, but the 
NAACP and prominent black leaders 
have come out against repeal. 

Hispanics will be crucial, since they 
will make up about 50% of the voters, 
Moreno says. He believes a majority of 
them will vote against repeal. For one 
thing, he says, Fidel Castro’s Cuban 
regime has often been accused of harass- 
ing gay people, “and one way the [Miami- 
Dade] community can stick it in Castro’s 
eye is by proving we’re more tolerant to- 
ward gays.” Moreno adds that opposition 
to the repeal by three top Cuban-Ameri- 
can elected officials — Miami-Dade Coun- 
ty executive mayor Alex Penelas, Miami 
mayor Manny Diaz, and Hialeah mayor 
Raul Martinez — and by Latin TV person- 
ality Cristina Saralegui and singer Gloria 
Estefan will also help. 

Moreno credits Jorge Mursuli, for- 
mer executive director of the organiza- 
tion that became No to Discrimina- 
tion-SAVE Dade, with expanding gays’ 
outreach to Hispanics. Mursuli, a gay 
Cuban-American who now is Florida 
director of the People for the Ameri- 
can Way, is coordinating Hispanic out- 
reach for the referendum campaign. 

Take Back Miami-Dade likely will rely 
on conservative churches to mobilize its 


backers, just as it did in gathering peti- 
tions that forced the referendum. 
(Spokesman Eladio Jose Armesto did 
not respond to repeated requests from 
The Advocate for an interview.) Take 
Back cochair Nathaniel Wilcox reiterat- 
ed a constant theme when he described 
as a “sham” the pro-gay side’s con- 
tention that the issue is discrimination, 
not homosexuality. “All this ordinance 
does is promote a lifestyle, not offer pro- 
tection,” Wilcox told The Miami Herald. 

Ken Sherrill, who chairs the political 
science department at City University of 
New York’s Hunter College, says the pro- 
gay side usually has an uphill battle in 
referendums because supporters are an 
“apathetic majority” who often don’t 
vote, while the antigay forces are an “in- 
tense minority” certain to cast ballots. 
But No to Discrimination leaders say 
they’ve devised a winning strategy, if 
they can raise funds to execute it “This 
is a tum-out-your-voting-base election,” 
Higdon says. “It’s not about changing 
people’s hearts and minds. Do I think we 
can win? Yes. Do I think it’s an assured 
thing? No.” ■ 

Freiberg has written for the New York 
Post and The Washington Blade. 


THE ADVOCATE I 29 I SEPTEMBER 3, 2002 


Copyrighted material 



ID 


m mmm 


Admission is FREE. No preregistration. 

• Talk with representatives of LSAC-member law schools from across the United Stales and Canada; 

• Obtain admission materials, catalogs, and financial aid information; 

■ View video programs about the law school admission process, legal education and careers, 
minority perspectives on legal education, and gay and lesbian issues; 

• Attend informational sessions on the law school admission process, financing a legal education, 
and issues of importance to minority applicants; and 

■ Review LSAC publications, videos, software, and LSAT® preparation materials. 



Atlanta, GA 

Friday, October 1 1 : noon-6 p.m. 
Saturday, October 12: 10 a.m.^4 p.m. 
Sheraton Atlanta Hotel 
165 Courtland Street 

Bay Area, CA 

Monday, November 1 1 : NOON-6 P.M. 
Hotel Nikko San Francisco 
222 Mason Street 


Boston, MA 

Saturday. November 2: 10 A.M.-4 P.M. 
Marriott Copley Place 
1 10 Huntington Avenue 

Chicago, IL 

Friday, September 20: noon-6 p.m. 
Saturday, September 21:10 a.m.M p.m. 
Chicago Marriott Downtown 
540 North Michigan Avenue 

Dallas, TX (Fort Worth) 

Saturday. October 19: 10 A.M.-4 p.m. 
Renaissance Worthington 
200 Main Street 


Los Angeles, CA 

Friday, November 15: noon-5 p.m. 
Saturday, November 16: 10 A.M.-4 p.m. 
Los Angeles Airport Marriott 
5855 West Century Boulevard 

New York, NY 

Saturday. September 28: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, September 29: noon-5 p.m. 
New York Marriott Marquis 
1535 Broadway 


For more information visit 

www.LSAC.org 
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Aides for persons with visual or hearing impairments may he available with adequate advance notice. To make arrangements, call 215.968. 1001. 


THE 


OPERA ALBUM 



The greatest arias of all time available in one extraordinary collection. 

The Opera Album - a celebration of the most famous singers and most popular 
melodies from the world of opera. 




Callas, Gheorghiu,Te Kanawa, Sutherland, Domingo, 
Alagna, Pavarotti, Carreras and more. 

The elite of the opera world together in a special 2-CD 
set for the first time. 

O 3U02 tMI Record* wwwingrlrKonfc.com 


TOMR 

HlCmS-VlDlQ-IIOBHS 


Copyrighted material 




HEALTH 


White House 
AIDS shake-up 

As one openly gay AIDS czar is replaced with 
another, activists are left to ask: What is Bush’s 
AIDS strategy? By Chris Bull 



Joseph O’Neill (right) takes over for Scott Evertz as the director of the Office of National AIDS Policy. 


W hen President Bush tapped 
Scott Evertz to lead his the 
Office of National AIDS 
Policy just over one year 
ago, the political fallout 
was immediate. Right-wing groups 
scolded the White House for elevating 
an openly gay Republican to the high- 
profile post. Gay Republicans hailed the 
appointment as proof the White House 
would not use sexual orientation as a 
bar to employment. 

In late July, Bush replaced Evertz 
with another out gay man, Joseph 
O’Neill, who had been acting director of 
the Office of HIV/AIDS Policy at the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services. 
But this time around, the reaction was 
far more muted, and AIDS activists were 
left scratching their heads about what 
the change signaled about the direction 
of national AIDS policy. 

“Frankly, we don’t know exactly what 
to think about these moves,” says 
Robert Dabney, director of communica- 


tions for the National Minority AIDS 
Council, a Washington, D.C., lobbying 
group. “On the surface it looks like a 
mere shuffling of bodies. But there may 
well be way more to it than that” 

The personnel change could not 
come at a more crucial time in the AIDS 
epidemic. For instance, a recent report 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that a majority of HIV- 
positive African-American men, many of 
them gay, did not know their HIV status. 

The tumult in federal AIDS policy 
making was not limited to the Office of 
National AIDS Policy. At the time of 
Evertz’s departure, media outlets report- 
ed that Patricia Ware, the executive di- 
rector of the presidential Advisory 
Council on HIV/AIDS, had been fired 
from her post. One week later, however, 
the White House announced that Ware, 
who is often allied with conservative 
groups, would stay in the job. Evertz, 
meanwhile, was named special assistant 
to HHS secretary Tommy Thompson. 


(Evertz did not respond to repeated re- 
quests seeking comment.) 

Advocates for people with AIDS ex- 
pressed concern that the White House is 
veering erratically between the political 
demands of right-wing groups that seek 
abstinence-only education programs 
and the more established AIDS lobbying 
groups in Washington, which have long 
advocated comprehensive HIV preven- 
tion programs. “The thing that concerns 
us most is, How do we counter the prob- 
lems we are having with HIV prevention 
if there is not a consistent message from 
the top?” Dabney says. “There is some 
sense among AIDS activists that the 
right wing is using the Wliite House to 
try to defuse the message about compre- 
hensive AIDS education.” 

Ware tells The Advocate that she 
briefly considered taking another job in 
the Administration. But she says she 
quickly decided to stay in her current 
post, leading to the conflicting press re- 
ports. “There have been a lot of rumors 
swirling around Scott and Dr. O’Neill 
and me,” she concedes. “But I can hon- 
estly say that no one has been tugging 
at me [to leave her post]. The White 
House has been supportive, and I’ve 
gotten nothing but support from AIDS 
groups and even the gay groups during 
this difficult period.” 

Whatever the reason behind the job 
changes, there is little doubt about 
O’Neill’s qualifications for his appoint- 
ment. A former staff physician at Chase 
Brexton Health Services in Baltimore, 
which has a predominantly gay clientele, 
he has served in a variety of HHS posts, 
including a position administering the 
Ryan White act. (Through the White 
House press office, O’Neill dec-lined sev- 
eral interview requests.) 

“With the conservative bent of this 
administration and with continued em- 
phasis on abstinence-only program- 
ming, Dr. O’Neill will have an important 
role within the White House and federal 
government if he is to help us do our 
job on the front lines of the epidemic,” 
Dabney says. 

Ware agrees: “Dr. O’Neill is a physi- 
cian, so he has the medical background 
we need. And since he is a seasoned bu- 
reaucrat, he can help plug all of us into 
the federal government and Congress. If 
there is one thing everyone can agree 
upon, no matter what their ideology-, it’s 
that he’s the one for this job.” ■ 
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Army reservist Lior Kay argues that his 
stand against Israel’s West Bank military 
actions is part of the "political process.” 


WORLD 


The rite of refusal 

Among the Israelis who refuse to serve in Palestinian territories are gay 
soldiers who say they’re taking a stand against oppression By Duncan Osborne 


i 


D uring the 3'A years he served in 
the Israel Defense Forces, be- 
ginning at age 18, Eshel Herzog 
was assigned to a tank artillery 
gun, serving in both southern 
Lebanon and in the Palestinian territory 
of the West Bank. Now 23 and no longer 
on active duty, the openly gay man is re- 
quired by Israeli law to repo t for annual 
terms in the reserve army — sometimes 
for as long as 45 days — until he turns 45. 
But Herzog is refusing to do so. “I sent a 
letter to the army and also to the minis- 
ter of defense [saying] that I am not 
going to serve in any way,” he says. 

Herzog is just one of hundreds of Is- 
raelis, many of them gay men and les- 
bians, who are illegally opting out of 
their required military duty in opposition 
to Israel’s presence in the West Bank 


and the Gaza Strip, which are home to 
more than 3 million Palestinians. For 
most of these men and women, their 
protest extends to service only in the 
territories, but Herzog says he won’t par- 
ticipate in any mission, regardless of 
where he is ordered to serve. “There is 
no difference,” he says. “When I serve in- 
side Israel, they will send someone else 
[to the territories]. That is not making a 
political statement 

“My politics says that minorities 
should feel connected with any struggle 
against oppression,” he continues. “I 
cannot see myself, as a gay [man], con- 
tributing to oppression [of] other minori- 
ties, including women, Palestinians, 
transgenders, whatever.” 

If any group of people can under- 
stand Herzog’s position, he says, it 


should be his fellow Jews, who have 
suffered oppression for centuries. 
“Every Jew should feel responsibility of 
the oppression he is being part of,” Her- 
zog says. “As an oppressed minority we 
should feel also a connection in our 
hearts. It’s not only a logical connec- 
tion, it’s an emotional connection.” 
Similarly, Lior Kay, a 27-year-old re- 
fuser, says he feels a special responsi- 
bility to oppose Israel’s actions in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. “We are not 
only individuals,” he says. “We are the 
gay community. As a community [we 
have] a power. We must have opinions 
about many issues, not about only gay 
issues. If we want rights, we must take 
part in the political process, not only 
the gay political process.” 

So far, Kay has served five reserve 
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terms, two of them in the Palestinian 
territories. Scheduled to report for his 
sixth term three days after being first 
interviewed for this story, he planned 
to tell his commanding officer that he 
would not serve in the territories and 
that he would not guard Palestinian 
prisoners. “I will refuse to go. I will go 
to jail. [The occupation] is destroying 
the Israeli society from the inside,” he 
said at the time. Interviewed a week 
later, Kay happily reported that he was 
serving within Israel’s borders exclud- 
ing the Palestinian territories. 

For its part, the army has promised to 
jail any refusers. The Advocate's tele- 
phone calls to the army’s press offices in 
Israel and to the Israeli consulate in 
New York City were not returned. 

Protest by refusal is not new to Is- 
rael. A group called Peace Now 
launched a similar campaign in 1982, in 
response to the country’s invasion of 
Lebanon. The latest incarnation, called 
the Courage to Refuse, was prompted 
by an anonymous letter posted on the 
Internet earlier this year. “We hereby 
declare that we shall not continue to 
fight this war of the settlements,” the 
letter states. “We shall not continue to 
fight beyond the 1967 borders in order 
to dominate, expel, starve, and humili- 
ate an entire people. We hereby declare 
that we shall continue serving in the Is- 
rael Defense Forces in any mission that 
serves Israel’s defense. The missions of 
occupation and oppression do not 
serve this purpose — and we shall take 
no part in them.” 

It’s difficult to say just how many men 
and women have become refusers. At 
press time, 471 men and women had 
signed their names to the Courage to 
Refuse Internet posting. And according 
to Yesh Gvul, a refuser support group, as 
many as 600 soldiers have refused mili- 
tary orders to serve. As a result, 10 peo- 
ple are currently in jail, and, altogether, 
about 150 people have served some 
prison time. 

Still, this may not be an accurate re- 
flection of the breadth of the move- 
ment, says Danny Kaplan, who inter- 
viewed 22 gay IDF soldiers in 
preparation for his forthcoming book, 
Brothers and Others in Arms: The 
Making of Love and War in Israeli 
Combat Units. Many refusers have 
taken action outside the organized cam- 
paign and without the help of groups 


such as Yesh Gvul. Kay’s name, for ex- 
ample, is among those connected to the 
Courage to Refuse letter. Herzog’s, how- 
ever, is not 

“I think you have to differentiate be- 
tween public and private refusal,” Kap- 
lan says. “I’m sure there are many more 
who do it on an unofficial level,” he 
says. “There are many ways you can 
come to an agreement with your com- 
mander, and I’m sure that many people 


do that. The phenomenon that I am see- 
ing now in the media is really people 
who want to stress and make a state- 
ment of their political agenda. The polit- 
ical aspect of refusing to 
serve is very extreme.” 

When it comes to gay 
men and lesbians, the Is- 
raeli military has one of 
the most progressive poli- 
cies in the world. With a 
few exceptions, the coun- 
try requires every man to 
serve three years in the 
service upon turning 18 
and every woman to serve 
two years. Mandatory re- 
serve duty follows for most 
citizens. Since 1993 the 
IDF has made no distinc- 
tion between straight and 
gay soldiers. 

“At least officially, gays 
are less oppressed in Israel 
than in almost any country in the 
world,” says Glenn Mones, a board 
member at the New York gay syna- 
gogue Congregation Beth Simchat 
Torah and the former national director 
for Likud USA, the American branch of 
Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon’s 
political party. 

At the same time, Mones says, 


“Arabs and Muslims er\joy more free- 
dom in Israel — because it is a free soci- 
ety — than they would in almost any 
other country." 

For those reasons, Mones says, he 
disagrees with the refusers’ tactics — be- 
cause, he believes, they are endangering 
the very society that makes their refusal 
possible. “I’ve met some of these [re- 
fusers] over the years, and, frankly, 
some of them have appeared to me to 


be very troubled individuals,” he says. 

Herzog, of course, disagrees. He says 
supporters of the country’s current poli- 
cies regarding the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip are the ones 
who are most opposed to 
the individual freedoms 
Mones speaks of. 

“The connection be- 
tween militarism and 
chauvinism is quite obvi- 
ous,” he says. “We feel it 
every day in what the 
people say to us at 
demonstrations. They 
shout ‘Lesbians!’ and 
‘Cocksuckers!’ and ‘Go 
bugger Arafat’s ass!’” 

For Herzog, it’s the on- 
going Middle East conflict 
that poses the biggest 
threat to gay and lesbian 
rights and to Israel as a 
whole. “Palestinian terror- 
ism is not a real threat to Israel,” he says. 
“What is a real threat to Israel is not ac- 
knowledging that we live inside the Mid- 
dle East. We cannot keep on living by 
our swords. Sooner or later we will have 
to make peace with our neighbors.” ■ 

Osborne also writes for New York City's 
Gay City News. 


"I will refuse to go. I will 
go to jail. [The occupation] is 
destroying the Israeli 
society from the inside,” says 
Lior Kay, a 27-year-old refuser. 


T H E A D V 0 C A T E 

POLL 

SPONSORED BY SUBARU 

Do you think there 
is a connection 
between support 
tor gay and lesbian 
rights and support 
for Palestinian 
rights? 

Sign on to The Advocate's Web site 
before September 3 to cast your vote 
and leave your comments. Results 
will appear in the October 1 issue. 
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GONG DUTCH 

Several U.S. colleges offer gay studies, but only one sends its 
students to Amsterdam for the course work By Steve Desroches 


A s millions of students head 
back to colleges across 
the country this month, 
k officials at some of their 
m schools will be debating 
the merits of adding gay studies pro- 
grams to their curriculums. Adminis- 
trators at the University of North Car- 
olina, for example, announced at the 
end of July that they were considering 
the addition of a sexuality studies 
program at the Chapel Hill school. Ad- 
vocates of the program say its institu- 
tion would help foster better under- 
standing and acceptance of gay 
people on the Southern campus. 

And while the proposed program at 
UNC and those already in place at 
schools such as Duke University, the 
University of Michigan, and the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, are 
certainly groundbreaking, there is a 
gay studies program at a comparative- 
ly small Vermont school that should 
really have officials at these bigger 
colleges taking notice. 

Based in Brattleboro, Vt., the 
School for International Training has 
been offering Sexuality, Gender, and 
Identity to students for close to a 
decade. For the semester-long study- 
abroad program, students are sent to 
Amsterdam, where they are intro- 
duced to the city’s vibrant gay and 
lesbian communities and, in some 
cases, live with gay host families. The 
program costs about $13,700 per stu- 
dent, and students receive 16 under- 
graduate credits that are accepted at 
most U.S. universities, says Rebecca 
Hovey, dean of SIT’s study-abroad 
program. 

For the first several years, atten- 
dance hovered around 6-8 students a 


semester, but in 1998 participation 
suddenly doubled, Hovey says. Seven- 
teen students are participating in the 
fall 2002 semester. “I think part of the 
reason for [the program’s jump in 
popularity] is because more American 
undergraduate colleges are address- 
ing GLBT concerns,” she says. “Gay 
and lesbian studies is emerging as an 
academic field of study the way 
women’s studies and ethnic studies 
did in the 1970s.” 

Though a graduate school domesti- 
cally, SIT offers a number of study- 
abroad programs for undergraduates, 
including Modernization and Social 
Change in Jordan and Women and De- 
mocratization in the Balkans, but the 
sexuality program is among the 
school’s most popular. 

It’s also among the school’s most 
academically challenging programs. 
In addition to an independent study 
project (topics include male prostitu- 
tion, domestic-partnership laws, and 
how religious and sexual identities re- 
late to each other), students also must 
complete a field-study seminar in ad- 
dition to the program’s main seminar, 
which includes trips to London and 
Berlin to compare other European at- 
titudes toward gender and sexuality 
with the Dutch perspective. Trips to a 
sex-reassignment clinic and to the 
Sachsenhausen or Ravensbriick con- 
centration camps to learn about the 
Nazi persecution of gays and lesbians 
are some of the other excursions. 

When the program was first con- 
ceptualized, the Netherlands seemed 
like the natural choice. “The Nether- 
lands is in such a unique situation,” 
says Peg Alden, who is the founding 
academic director of Sexuality, Gen- 


der, and Identity. “It is so tolerant but 
is also unique in academics.” Alden 
notes that no other country has such 
extensive gay and lesbian studies 
archives and resources, and students 
are thrilled with the academic oppor- 
tunities available to them that they 
can’t find in the United States. 

“I felt like Charlie finding the gold- 
en ticket in a Wonka bar when I found 
this program,” says Alex McCown, an 
alumnus of the program and of St. 
Paul, Minn.’s Macalester College. A 
women’s and gender studies m^jor at 
the time, McCown knew as soon as he 
learned about the SIT program that it 
was right for him. “It was great be- 
cause it was so radical,” he says. “Ses- 
sions ranged from Judith Butler to 
two women who came in to teach us 
about intensive S/M.” 

While students experience Dutch 
society’s acceptance of varying sexu- 
alities, they also find out that the 
Netherlands is not always the tolerant 
utopia it is perceived by many to be. 
“It is very difficult to be a person of 
color there,” says Nile Park, an Asian- 
American senior at New York’s Vassar 
College who attended the Nether- 
lands program in fall 2001. “I would 
be riding my bike and people would 
shout racist remarks at me. It was 
very disturbing.” 

In fact, the students found that the 
issues of racism and homophobia are 
still so prevalent in the Netherlands 
that many of them chose it to be the 
focus of their independent study pro- 
ject. Park, a women’s studies and po- 
litical science major, researched ide- 
ologies of black women’s sexuality, 
particularly that of women from the 
former Dutch colony of Suriname. ► 
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Nick Sakurai went to Amsterdam to stuSy 
the lives of local gay men of color. 


Still, almost all the students agree 
that actual importance placed on sex- 
ual orientation is significantly less in 
the Netherlands than it is in the Unit- 
ed States. “More (Dutch) youth prefer 
to go without labels,” says Nick Saku- 
rai, a sociology major from the Uni- 
versity of Illinois who went to Amster- 
dam in spring 2001 to study the lives 
of local young gay men of color. 

Sakurai says the program was per- 
fect for him because it complemented 
both his academic agenda as a sociol- 
ogy m^jor and his personal goals as a 
gay activist. He feels the experience 
will help him as an activist by giving 
him a broader perspective on issues 
of gender and sexual identity. 

It’s that kind of versatility that 
academia needs, says Glenn Gross- 
man, a University of North Carolina 


THEY WANT U 


A college fair in Boston helps connect gay and lesbian 
students with schools who want them on campus 


A pplying for college is stressful 
enough without having to 
t worry about whether you can 
k be comfortable being out on 
ll campus. And addressing 
sexual orientation is seldom a part of a 
university recruiter's “come to our 
school" pitch. But that's starting to 
change since last spring, when Massa- 
chusetts state officials held the first-ever 
gay and lesbian college fair, in Boston. 

"We saw lots of gay high school stu- 
dents wasting energy worrying if they 
should put down that they were gay on 
their applications," says Mark Taggart of 
the Massachusetts Governor's Commis- 
sion on Gay and Lesbian Youth, which 
organized the fair along with the state's 
annual gay-straight youth pride celebra- 
tion. "We also saw that lots of colleges 
were trying to reach gay youth and that 
there was no venue where the two of 
them could come together, so we said. 
‘Let’s try a college fair.' ” 

More than 1,000 prospective stu- 
dents and 40 colleges and universities, 
including traditionally conservative 


schools such as Boston College, attend- 
ed the fair. And organizers expect to 
have 100 schools at a second event 
next spring. “We never dreamed it would 
have this level of impact," Taggart says. 
“There is a definite movement in college 
recruitment to reach LGBT students.” 

Just how significant a movement, 
however, is still unclear. Recruitment of 
gay students — in the way many schools 
do for students from other minority 
groups — hasn't started yet. But some 
schools are considering efforts at track- 
ing the number of gay and lesbian stu- 
dents who apply to their institutions and 
then ensuring their safety and comfort 
when they arrive on campus. 

Officials at the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, Wash., for example, 
considered adding an entry on its appli- 
cation this year where students could 
declare their sexual orientation. They de- 
cided against it for privacy reasons, but, 
says director of freshmen admissions 
Melanie Reed, “instead, we are going to 
have a list of activities and interests, 
one of which will be gay and lesbian is- 


graduate student associated with the 
campus task force that recommended 
and won approval for that school’s 
proposed sexuality studies program. 
“Most colleges categorize gay-related 
study programs under student affairs, 
and the problem with that is that sub- 
jects are taken much more seriously 
when they’re categorized under acad- 
emic affairs," Grossman says. “Ac- 
knowledging gender and sexuality 
studies as an academic pursuit en- 
courages respect for all people. Re- 
gardless of what someone believes, if 
a student hasn’t critically examined 
these issues, they can’t consider 
themselves an educated member of 
society.” ■ 

Desroches also wri tes for The Village 
Voice. 



Tammy Faye Bakker Messner joined Mark 
Tapgart at last year’s college fair. 


sues. If a student checks that box, we 
can put them in contact with LGBT stu- 
dents and faculty members on campus.” 
Meanwhile, American University in 
Washington, D.C., is launching a re- 
search project this fall to determine 
how the school can better serve its gay 
applicants and prospective students. 
American University officials are also 
testing creative ways to make all stu- 
dents feel welcome. For example, the 
university schedules Internet chat ses- 
sions for prospective gay and lesbian 
students after episodes of Will & 
Grace. In addition, when applicants visit 
campus overnight they can request to 
stay with a gay-friendly host. “We want 
them to know that it is OK to live your 
life as an openly gay student here,” 
says admissions counselor J. Bradley 
Blankenship. —Steve Desroches 
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SPORT: Water polo; 
his first Gay Games 
STATS: 25; animator and 
bartender; single; 
native of Los Angeles 
ON THE GAMES: "It's great to be 
able to share being gay and also 
having the same interest in water 
polo. The team's awesome. I've 
never had such a fun experience 
playing with other gay guys. Every 
guy on the team is great." 


BEN WEARS HIS OWN 
EMBROIDERED POLO CAP. 


Ben Carrillo 
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Photographed by 

David Stoltz 

for The Advocate 

Photography agency; Racer Media; 
grooming; Aleish Pierce for Factory 
Artists; warorobe:ayling: Cliff Hoppus 
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Joy Mendenhall 

SPORT: Water polo; 
her first Gay Games 
STATS: 26; teacher; partner 
to a Gay Games triathlete; 
native of Rensselaer, Ind. 

ON THE GAMES: 'To me. it’s 
making a statement that’s big- 
ger than just ’Hi, I’m gay.’ [It’s] 
’Look at all these cultures that 

are able to come here — and 

different religions, different 
types of people — and we’re 
converging on the same stage, 
and we’re all getting along.’ 

It’s something that our world 
leaders need to maybe come 
over and take notice of." 


JOY WEARS HER OWN 
ADIDAS SWIMSUIT. 
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Melody Roth 


SPORT: Bodybuilding, her first Gay Games 
STATS: 41; personal trainer; 
"questionable"relationship status; 
resident of Long Beach, Calif. 

ON THE GAMES: "It's going to be the 
opportunity of a lifetime. I'm thrilled. I just 
love to compete. I like getting on stage. I 
like being in front of the camera. I like 
working hard and having people appreciate 
what I've worked for. [Knowing the games 
are coming up] gives me something to train 
toward. It's hard to explain the feeling of 
going through that process of getting your 
body fat down to 6%-7% and getting on 
stage. It's just a great feeling to know you 
can do that with your body. It's really cool.” 

MELODY WEARS AN ADIDAS TOP AND SHORTS. 
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Jerry Shandrew 

SPORTS: Water polo, triathlon; 
gold medalist at two previous 
Gay Games 

STATS: 34: publicist; single; 
native of Visalia, Calif. 

ON THE GAMES: "It's fun to have 
an outlet for gay athletes within 
their own environment, and I love 
that they have a different twist on 
it. [I love] the Pink Flamingo drag 
swimming relay — people go all 
out, working for six months on 
their routines and their outfits. 
I've never participated in it, but I 
really like to watch." 

JERRY WEARS HIS OWN PEARl. IZUMI 
TOP AND SHORTS. 
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Kurt Gering 



SPORTS: Swimming, triathlon; his first Gay Games 
STATS: 34; teacher; single but "dating someone"; 
native of Minneapolis 

ON THE GAMES: "I encourage my students to set high 
goals, then I like to be the role model for what I encour- 
age them to do. I always pick something that seems 
almost impossible but is obtainable, then let them learn 
from my actions. My being on The Real World [dating 
cast member Chris Beckman] was also a very teachable 
moment — for my students to see that gay people are 
really out there doing things that everyone else does." 

KURT WEARS HIS OWN 200T TRI-SUIT. 
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Lauri Stock 

sport: Track; her second 
Gay Games 
STATS: 45; criminal 
defense attorney; partner 
to Jenny Stary; native of 
St. Pete Beach, Fla. 

ON THE GAMES: "Before 
Amsterdam. Jenny tried to 
describe to me how much 
I was going to enjoy the 
games and how exciting 
and fun it was going to 
be, and she was right. 
Everywhere you went, peo- 
ple were so happy to see 
you and talk to you and 
have their pictures taken 
with you. It was like 10 
days of being adored." 


Jenny Stary 

SPORT: Track and field; 
her fifth Gay Games 
STATS: 44: pharmaceutical 
company market 
researcher; partner for six 
years to Lauri Stock; 
native of Claremont, Calif. 
ON THE GAMES: “It'S the 
most important thing in 
my life. [Having just come 
out before the 1986 
games], I suddenly had a 
chance to do the thing 
that I had been training 
for, representing my na- 
tion for. standing up and 
being well received, and 
now I could do that for the 
gay community, and I just 
loved that.' 


LAURI AND JENNY WEAR 
REEBOK TOPS AND SHORTS. 
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Carlos Vizcarra 

SPORT: Distance running: 
his second Gay Games 
stats: 29: teacher: single: 
native of El Salvador 
ON THE GAMES: Tve always been 
sort of a solitary person to begin with, 
so [long-distance running] goes along 
with it. When you're running you're in 
your own little world. If you're having 
problems and you go out for two or 
three hours running, it just makes 
you forget about everything. Some 
people can't go the distance. I think 
I'm just programmed that way." 

CARLOS WEARS A YMLA TOP FROM BEVERLY 
CENTER AND HIS OWN SUB4 SHORTS. 
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Jessica Seaton 


SPORT: Swimming; her 
fourth Gay Games (she 
was team doctor in 1990 
and won gold medals in 
1994 and 1998) 

STATS: Chiropractor; 49; 
partner of 12 years to an- 
other Gay Games athlete: 
native of New York City 
ON THE GAMES: I'm very 
excited about traveling to 
Sydney and competing in 
the fastest pool in the 
world. The Gay Games is 
one of the most moving 
experiences you can do." 

JESSICA WEARS HER OWN 
TYR SWIMSUIT. 
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Cyd Zeigler 

SPORT: Track; 
his first Gay Games 
STATS: 29: writer, founder of 
Outsports.com: single; native 
of Harwich, Mass. 

ON THE GAMES: "I haven't run any 
track since high school because I 
haven't had the opportunity. 

This is a chance to get back on 
the track and get back in the 
blocks. Starting in the blocks in 
sprinting, there's a little psycholo- 
gy to it. It's just you against 
seven other people, and there's 
only going to be one winner. 

I like that competition." 

CYP WEARS YMLA SHORTS FROM 
BEVERLY CENTER ANP HIS OWN TOP. 


Profiles by Dan Allen 
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S ydney is about to join the 
shortlist of aggressively gay- 
friendly cities that have 
hosted the Gay Games in its 
20-year histoiy. There’s little 
question that the city, which throws the 
world-famous Gay and Lesbian Mardi 
Gras every February, deserves its place 
among San Francisco, New York, Am- 
sterdam, and Vancouver, Canada, the 
previous hosts. It’s less clear, however, 
how the rest of Australia — a huge, 
rugged country where Great Britain 
once exiled its criminals — measures up 
when it comes to acceptance of gay peo- 
ple. Are Americans going to notice a dif- 
ference in attitude when they go Down 
Under for the Gay Games? 

Yes and no. Not surprisingly, Aus- 
tralia has a lot of similarities to the 
United States. A strong gay and lesbian 
presence in the largest cities has result- 
ed in thriving political and cultural 
scenes, while in the rural areas, it’s a lit- 
tle more difficult to find comfortably 
out gay men and lesbians. Beyond 
these similarities, however, Australians 
say their live-and-let-Iive attitude has 
resulted in a tangible difference in the 
way straight and gay people perceive 


each other and, in turn, spawned more 
legal recognition for gay people than in 
the United States. 

“On the whole, people are more laid- 
back here, and I think they’re less hung 
up on appearances and external de- 
tails, " says Gillian Kendall, a U.S. expa- 
triate who has lived with her Aussie 
partner in the Melbourne suburb of 
Carnegie since December. “Gays and 
lesbians here are usually much safer to 
be out and to be clear about being gays 
and lesbians, at work or on the street or 
in teaching or in government.” 

Kendall’s relationship is a good ex- 
ample of the legal protections and 
recognition afforded to same-sex cou- 
ples in Australia. Once the 41 -year-old 
has lived with her girlfriend, 36-year-old 
Nicole Phillips, for 12 months, she is eli- 
gible to apply for a resident visa. Bi- 
national couples in the United States do 
not yet have that option. 

“hi the state of Victoria we have the 
same property rights and other like 
rights as married heterosexual couples," 
explains Leigh Johns, 32, president of 
Melbourne’s popular annual GLBT Mid- 
summa Festival, which takes place in 
January and February. “That level of ac- 


ceptance and opemiess and tolerance is 
something that makes life here pretty 
pleasant.” Johns, along with his partner 
of eight years and a lesbian couple, is a 
proud coparent of a 17-month-old 
daughter, Mietta. 

The bulk of Australian gay society, 
politics, and culture revolves around the 
country’s two main urban centers: Syd- 
ney, a sprawling, gleaming metropolis 
of more than 4 million people, and Mel- 
bourne, an older, more European-style 
city with just under 3.5 million resi- 
dents. Both on Australia’s southeastern 
coast, the cities have a dynamic with 
each other not unlike that between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. 

“Sydney’s gay scene tends to be en 
masse — big, really big — whereas Mel- 
bourne does tilings on a different sort of 
scale,” says Sydney native Dominic O’ 
Grady, editor and publisher of the Web- 
based Gay Australia Guide. “Main- 
stream gay life in Sydney is very much 
about taking your shirt off and partying 
for as long as you possibly can. They 
still love to party in Melbourne, but they 
also like to do their cafes and the 
restaurants. It’s a bit more social, with 
smaller social groups there.” 
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But size isn’t everything, according to 
Melbournian Johns. “Because the [gay] 
community is larger in Sydney, it’s more 
disparate,” he says. “It lends itself to hav- 
ing more separate organizations catering 
to different groups within the communi- 
ty. We are a smaller community, but we 
tend to band together a lot better.” 

Another difference U.S. visitors may 
notice is just how little the Australians 
wear when they go to the beach. While 
most American men currently favor bil- 
lowing swim trunks, Australian guys 
seem to prefer formfitting briefs — much 
to the delight of Sean Ashby, a gay man 
whose company, AussieBum, makes 
many of those briefs. 

The fact that two-year-old Aussie- 
Bum is considered a national corporate 
Cinderella story speaks to Ashby’s con- 
fidence in his product and his country- 
men’s unflappability about sexuality. He 
uses openly gay men for most of his 
company’s modeling needs. “We don’t 
go out there and say, ‘Look, we’re a gay- 
owned company, and here’s our prod- 
uct, and you should support us,’ ” Ashby 
says. “We basically let the product 
speak for itself. With Australia being a 
very beach-orientated society, everyone 
[gay and straight] wears Aussie Bums." 

And when they’re not in swimwear, 
they might be in drag, says O’Grady. 
“Drag is huge, unbelievably huge,” he 
says. “Drag is really satirical here and 
really political as well. It ties in with 
Australians’ love of disrespecting au- 
thority and questioning social struc- 
tures. Drag does that really effectively.” 

Even though Australia’s drag scene 
has launched the mainstream careers 
of many a lovely “lady” (Sydney drag 
star Vanessa Wagner was a houseguest 
this season on the nationally televised 
Celebrity Big Brother ), cross-dressing 
here isn’t just for the boys. Melbourne 
in particular is home to a burgeoning 
drag king culture, with weekly perfor- 
mances by such favorites as Maurice 
Valentino and Jack Shit. “What distin- 
guishes the kings from traditional drag 
is the distinct lack of lip-synching,” says 
31-year-old Louise Terry, a product de- 
veloper for Tourism Victoria. “These 
girls — sony, boys — sing and write their 
own material.” 

Terry, who lives in Melbourne with 
partner Grazynka Ziemkiewicz, 26, says 


that on the whole, lesbian life in Aus- 
tralia “could be likened to lesbian life in 
many places around the world — gener- 
ally less visible than the gay male scene 
and with a limited selection of distinctly 
dykey nightlife options available.” 

Not all of Australia’s cities are quite 
so forward-thinking as the big two. 
Brett Humble, a 30-year-old corporate 
fitness trainer (and sometime Aussie- 
Bum model) based in Sydney, says he is 
much less comfortable being out in his 
native Perth, 2,000 miles away from 
Sydney on the coiuitry’s western coast. 
With more than 1 million inhabitants, 
Perth ranks fourth in terms of popula- 
tion, but its isolated location has histori- 
cally made it a less hospitable place for 
gay people, he says. 

“It’s quite hard for a gay man to grow* 
up in Perth,” Humble says. “A lot of men 
from Perth actually leave there and end 
up either in Melbourne or in Sydney, ^ 
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just because it’s more acceptable over 
this side of the world and, I think, eyes 
are more opened." 

Acceptance of gays and lesbians 
varies across the vast continent. In 
northern Queensland, small coastal re- 
sort towns are popular gay destina- 
tions, while on the Island stat e of Tas- 
mania, gay male sex remained a crime 
until 1997, and cross-dressing only be- 
came legal in 2000. 

Still, even in the more remote re- 
gions of Australia, there seems to be 
an increasing amount of acceptance, 
Johns says. “I was born and bred in 
[rural] Victoria and escaped to the city 
to come out and experience a gay life,” 
says the native of Bendigo, population 
77,000. “But it’s interesting — I can now 
go back to my country town and 
there’s a gay community there, which, 
when I left in 1987, would’ve been un- 
thinkable.” 

In fact, he says, some towns have un- 
dergone complete transformations. 
“Daylesford [northwest of Melbourne] 


WHAT IS THE OAT GAMES? 


A primer on the event’s history and 
a peek at what’s in store in Sydney 
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Where did the games come from? 

The Gay Games, founded by the late 
Olympic decathlete Tom Waddell, 
launched in San Francisco in 1982 and 
has taken place every four years since. 
According to the Federation of Gay 
Games, the purpose is “to foster and 
augment the self-respect of lesbians 
and gay men throughout the world and 
to engender respect and understanding 
from the nongay worid." 

Who runs the games? 

The Federation of Gay Games chooses 
host cities from among those where 
local organizers offer the greatest 
promise of a successful event. Once 
designated, a local committee raises 
funds and organizes the actual events. 

How will Gay Games VI compare 
with the 2000 Sydney Olympics? 

The Gay Games is shorter, running No- 


GAY GAMES YL 
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vember 2-9, but will have grand opening 
and closing ceremonies and more than 
30 sports competitions, many of them 
in the Sydney's Olympic park. Traditional 
Olympic events are included — swim- 
ming, diving, triathlon, wrestling, track 
and field, figure skating, and others — as 
well as events the Olympics overlook, 
such as bowling, badminton, dancing, 
martial arts, table tennis, and physique. 
Apart from about 20 “core sports," the 
lineup changes depending on the host 
city: Amsterdam included chess in 
1998; Sydney has a sailing event. 
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was once a very small country town 
that didn’t have very much to offer but 
has now simply been overtaken by 
gays and lesbians,” he says. “It’s the spa 
center of Victoria” 

This progress is inherent to the 
Aussie psyche, O’Grady says. “There’s a 
great tradition among Australians, 
which is: Each to his own, and let peo- 
ple get on with what they want to get 
on with,” he says. “If you just get on 
with what you want to do, and you are 
what you are, people here respect you 
for that.” 

Kendall agrees. “People here tend 
not to be very stuck on themselves,” 
she says. “People here don’t care if 
you’re gay or Greek or disabled or Eng- 
lish. As long as you’re not George W. 
Bush, you’re pretty well accepted.” ■ 

Alien is the former editor of Las Anydes- 
based 'zinc Planet Homo. 


Find Dan Allen’s travel diary for his trip across 
Australia at www.advocate.com 



Are there tryouts? 

No. The Federation of Gay Games weF 
comes all athletes "without regard to 
their sexual orientation, gender, race, 
religion, nationality, ethnic origin, politi- 
cal belief, physical ability, athletic/artis- 
tic ability, or HIV status." 

What else is scheduled besides 
the games? 

The accompanying lesbian and gay cul- 
tural festival — mandated by the federa- 
tion — launches October 25 in Sydney, 
with both free and ticket events ranging 
from choral performances and opera to 
Bea Arthur's Australian stage debut. 
The concurrent Global Rights Confer- 
ence program, unique to Sydney, will 
muster activists and others to discuss 
political and social topics, including 
race, health, workers’ rights, queer 
studies, hate crimes, and bisexuality. 
Also, because up to 25,000 gays and 
lesbians are expected to visit the city, 
there likely will be numerous parties 
and special events not officially related 
to the Gay Games. ■ 

B Sn For more information about U.S. athletes heading to 
II Gav Games VI. oo to www.advocate.com 
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Shouldn't vour next vacation be unforgettable? 

Gay Adventure Travel 

A different way to see the world 


Dive 


Our active vacations include 
everything from hiking in the 
Alps to skiing in the Rockies. 
Join us in October, just 
before the Gay Games in 
Sydney, for a week of spec- 
tacular scuba diving on the 
Great Barrier Reef. 


I* . 


■ 


Explore 

Kayak into the sea caves of 
Thailand. Rappel through a 
waterfall in Australia. Bike to 
the villages of Provence. 
We've got trips in fourteen 
countries. Some are easy, 
others more challenging. 


Meet 


Please call for a free catalog 

1 - 800 - 825-9766 

www.AlysonAdventures.com 


(active nuvEL I 


niVSON RDV€NTUR€S' NC 

Active, award-winning vacations for the gay community 


Our vacations are based around 
shared interests and activities. 
You quickly and naturally get to 
know everyone in our small 
groups, as you hike, bike, or 
relax over a drink to discuss the 
day’s events. Come back with 
new energy, and new friends. 
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The Sydney event follows two Gay Games that were financial disasters. 
In a post-9/11 world, Australian oiganizers’ goal is just to break even 


roducing a financially 
■ solvent Gay Games has 
W long proved a monumen- 
tal — if not impossible — task. 
The 1998 games in Amster- 
dam was a budgetary disaster, rescued 
from collapse after the opening cere- 
monies by a $2.5 million bailout from 
the city council. Planners of Sydney’s 
Gay Games VI have encountered the 
added obstacles of a tough global econo- 
my and a jittery travel market Large cor- 
porate sponsorship has been light and 
just before the deadline, athlete registra- 
tion numbers are about 3,000 short of the 
projected 14,000. Still, Peter Bailey, co- 
chair of the Sydney Gay Games board, 
remains confident that this installment 
of the games will end in the black. 


What lessons did the Sydney orga- 
nizers try to learn from past games? 
It’s been difficult to learn from the past, 
because the unfortunate circumstances 
of Amsterdam meant that we didn’t 
really get a lot of historical information 
passed across. There’s quite an obliga- 
tion for us this time — under our licens- 
ing agreement to the [Gay Games] Fed- 
eration — to make sure that we produce 
a fairly quantitative report on what we 
did, the way we staged it, and some of 
the key learning so that Montreal will 
have a better transition plan. 

In addition to up to 14,000 sports 
competitors, what spectator atten- 
dance do you expect for the games? 

We’ve anticipated some 25,000 additional 
visitors to Sydney. These will be a com- 
bination of partner's, family, and friends 
of participants and people who just want 
to be in Sydney to attend the events and 
join in the euphoria of Sydney and Gay 
Games. We have worked with tire [state] 
agency Tourism New South Wales to cal- 
culate that some AU$100 million in addi- 
tional tourist income will be generated 
during the games and the week leading 
up to and afterward. 


How do you hope to produce a 
financially successful Gay Games, 
given that so many have failed in 
the past? 

If you measure success purely on 
breakeven, it’s going to be an outra- 
geous success here, because that’s what 
we’re striving for. The budget is pivotal: 
We’re putting on umbrella events that 
we don’t have to take the [financial] risk 
in — extending the cultural program in 
particular and bringing in a conference 
program. We’ve absolutely tried to mini- 
mize the risk: We can identify how 
much [each] sport costs us so we know 
how much we’ve got to cover to get a 
reasonable sponsorship out of a corpo- 
rate or community group. We’ve spent a 
lot of time understanding our costs. 

You’ve announced that if the final 
registration numbers fall short of 
projections, tough budget cuts may 
go into effect. How will these cuts 
affect the games themselves? 

We’re still going to get 12,000 or 13,000 
or 14,000 athletes. That’s bigger than the 
number of athletes who came to the 
Sydney Olympics. [Whatever the final 
total] we’ve always said that the sports 


would be maintained at the level that 
we’ve always committed to. Swimming 
is still going to be at the Sydney Aquatic 
Centre, which is exactly where the 2000 
Olympics were staged, and track and 
field is still out there as well as hockey 
and tennis. About 40% of the athletes 
will participate at Sydney Olympic Park. 
But there are some other less strong 
events in terms of registration — like net 
ball and some of our [soccer] events — 
and they’re the types of budget [cutting] 
opportunities that we’ve got: to see 
what venues we could move those to 
without necessarily changing the flavor 
of the involvement 

The media in Australia have often 
focused on the lack of cash support 
from the government. 

When this happens we endeavor to pro- 
vide them with some of the details of 
the noncash budget-relieving assistance 
we get, which we’re enormously appre- 
ciative of. They’ve provided us with our 
office accommodations, some 30 staff, 
discounts at a number of venues [in- 
cluding the Sydney Olympic Park], and 
discounts on participants’ travel passes 
during the games. 

Why do you think it’s been so diffi- 
cult to obtain large corporate spon- 
sorships for the Gay Games? 

I think it’s a combination. It’s an acci- 
dent of timing, in some respects. We 
had September 11, and people got 
really nervous about traveling. A lot of 
it’s just the Australian market; a lot of 
it’s just the history of the Gay Games 
and the last two events not having bro- 
ken even — sponsors are somewhat 
skeptical. We’ll soon be making an- 
nouncements about some sponsors 
that we’ve brought on [in recent 
weeks]. The product is now very tangi- 
ble. It’s only a couple of months away. 
The excitement’s growing. The word is 
out there, and there’s a level of confi- 
dence building. — Dan Allen 
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It was 11 o'clock in the morning. You 
should have seen his face when I donned 
my lucky dinner jacket, poured myself 
a cognac, lit up a Montecristo and sat 
down at my computer... 

I logged on to The Gaming Club online 
casino - within 15 minutes of playing 
slots, I hit a $50,000.00 jackpot! 
That morning was something else... 

You too can win big money online at 

The Gaming Club online casino - at 

the push of a button, in the comfort of 
your home, whenever and wherever 


you please! Simply visit our exciting 
website and choose from over 70 
interactive games including Progressive 
Jackpots like Treasure Nile and 
Cash Splash, Blackjack, Video Poker, 
Roulette, Keno, a wide variety of slots 
and more - all paying big money, at 
better than Las Vegas odds. 

The Gaming Club online casino - a 
name you can trust. The Gaming Club 
is the oldest and most established casino 
on the internet. Since opening our virtual 
doors in October 1995, we have paid 
out millions in winnings. We provide 


secure e-cash transactions, guaranteed 
privacy, fast payouts and toll-free 24/7 
support. And what's more, all payouts 
are reviewed by one of the big five 
auditing firms. 



Give us a try and get $150 FREE 


When you get to your destination, log on to www.gamingclub.com/odds and we'll give 
you a special welcome gift - up to $150 FREE to start your winning spree! Please note that 

this offer expires on November 30, 2002. 

Certain conditions apply - visit our website for details. 


www.gamingclub.com/odds 
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ALTERNATIVES 


BREAK AWAY 


FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS, 
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY 


ALTERNATIVES is the 
nation's only GAY OWNED 
AND OPERATED alcohol, drug 
and mental health program 
whose leadership has provid- 
ed over 25 years of pride and 
service to the Gay, Lesbian, 
BiSexual andTransgender 
Community. 


ALTERNATIVES specializes 
in treating HIV/AIDS-related 
grief and loss. Our HIV spe- 
cialists are available to 
address all medical concerns. 
Medicare & most insurance 
accepted. JCAHO Accredited 


Tips on Choosing Gay Treatment 

Ask: 

▼ Are you in a safe & secure Gay 
Owned and Operated facility? 

▼ Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit? 

▼ Will you be cared for by 
experienced Gay Professionals 
and Gay Support Staff? 

▼ Is yourTreatment Center 
dedicated to the Gay Community 
and supportive of our causes? 

Beware of: 

y Treatment centers and programs 
that exploit the gay community. 


I # Now Open in 

Mitmeapofis/St. Paul 


Call Today 1-800- DIAL-GAY (1-800-342-5429) 


www.alternativesinc.com 


Copyrighted material 


Photo: Scott Ashton 




filial cat paris barday 


Breaking the taboo 



So there I was in London, thumbing through the 
June issue of Gay Times, the closest thing the 
United Kingdom has to The Advoca te, when I’m 
startled on page 29 by Luke Evans. Three- 
dimensionally handsome, the 23-year-old actor costars in Boy 
George's musical Taboo, the hit West End show chronicling 


George’s rise and fall and rise again. It 
isn’t just the photograph — it’s what 
he says that leaves me slack-jawed: 
“People come up to me in pubs, gay 
pubs mind you, and can’t believe that 
I’m gay,” he says. What did he just 
say? I’m thinking. Did this young 
actor in his first major role really 
announce that he's gay? Doesn't he 
ha ve handlers or agen ts who know 
what's best for him? 

Off I went to see the show — and 
found Luke to be a fine actor, a terrif- 
ic singer, and completely at home 
playing the straight guy who’s the ob- 
ject of the Boy George character’s af- 
fections. So I decided I’d better talk to 
this young man — before Luke Evans 
becomes a household name here in 
the States and changes his mind! 

Has Taboo met your expectations 
for your career? 

Definitely. I hadn’t really done a lot 
before Taboo. I graduated from 
drama college 2/ years ago, played a 
small part in a musical called La 
Cava in the year 2000, then I did 15 
episodes of a soap. I played their first 
baddie in a new soap on telly. And I 
didn’t do anything for eight months, 
so this is my big break. 

Where did you grow up? 

I come from south Wales. A place 
called Aberbargoed. 

A small town? 

Oh, very small, yeah, too small for me 
and my ego! [ Laughs ] I had a veiy dif- 
ficult upbringing. I was brought up as 


a Jehovah’s Witness. And I’m the only 
child. And my mom and dad still are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, so I was never 
able to sort of naturally come out It 
would have been very difficult any- 



Actor Luke Evans on being out: "If people 
don't like it, then I don’t want their jobs." 


way, even if my parents weren’t Wit- 
nesses, to come out in the village that 
I was brought up in. [But] they both 
know now and they’re both fantastic 
and they love Taboo. My mom and 
dad said, “You know, you’re our boy 
and no matter how much we love our 
religion and our God, we’re sure he’s 
going to understand that we can 
never turn our backs on you." 

How did you decide you’re going 
to be open about your sexuality? 

Well, it was something I’d spoken to a 


lot of people about, including my 
boyfriend at the time — we’ve broken 
up now — but at the time when I just 
got Taboo , I knew that even though 
my part was a straight character 
everybody knew me as a gay man, 
and in my life in London I never tried 
to hide it.... I knew I was going to 
have to do interviews with gay maga- 
zines; I knew this was going to hap- 
pen. So I thought, Well , I’m going to 
have to be open . It's who I am. And if 
people don’t like it, then I don’t ivant 
their jobs. I’ve never been a very 
good liar, which is another thing. . . 

Aren’t actors all good liars? 

Well, it’s not nice. Look at George 
Michael, let’s say. I mean, he hid it for 
so many years, and then he gets 
found out in a really awful way. . . . 
Y’know, you start a slippery slope 
downward, and I didn’t want to start 
that at 22. If that means I’m going to 
be a poor man at 60, then at least I’ve 
lived a happy, open, gay life and not 
had to hide it from anybody. 

I’ve had letters from people who 
have read my articles and said, Tm a 
guy, Tm 18, and I’ve not come out to 
my mom and dad yet, but it was so 
nice to hear your story, and you 
know, I wish your article would have 
been longer, because you gave me 
hope for the future.” As far as I’m 
concerned it’s not a big issue. You 
come out, that’s it, the end. 

Do you think it might be different 
in the U.K. than in America? 

Well, it depends how big you are. 
It’s not a big issue, and it’s never 
going to be a big issue for me; 
whether I’m successful or if I weren’t 
successful, at least I’ll never have 
that skeleton in the closet they can 
rattle out. Yknow what I mean? ■ 

For more of this conversation with 
Luke Evans, go to www.advocate.com. 


Did this youg actor, in his first mqjor role, really announce that he’s gay? 
Doesn’t he have handers or agents who know what’s best for him? 
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Capturing 
China’s 
gay heart 

Hong Kong director Stanley 
Kwan talks about Ldii Yu, his 
lyrical gay love story set and 
filmed in supposedly repressive 
China By B. Ruby Rich 

T he reason that I an- 
nounced my sexuality 
was that I felt that as 
a creator at that stage, 
it would be better for 
me if I became honest with the public 
rather than trying to hide. When you’re 
young you might as well have a good 
time and not think too much. But when 
you are older you want to have a com- 
mitment to things, and the only way to 
do that is to be yourself, to come out, 
rather than pretend." 

So says director Stanley Kwan, 
whose new gay love story, Lan Yu, 
comes to American audiences this 
summer. When Kwan shocked Hong 
Kong by coming out, he was already 
established as one of the city’s best 
filmmakers, esteemed for his finely 
tuned aesthetics and perfectly realized 
tragic heroines. Asked to do a docu- 
mentary for the British Film Institute’s 
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Kwan manages to create an 
emotional resonance that 
doesn’t so much transcend 
the story as amplify it to 
encompass everyone’s 
sense of hope and loss. 


Century of Cinema series, Kwan boldly 
turned the exercise into Yin and 
Yang: Gender in Chinese Cinema , an 
open meditation on his own gay identi- 
ty as traced through Hong Kong, Tai- 
wanese, and Chinese movies. And lest 
there be any doubt how personal this 
all was, Kwan’s mother even appears 
on-screen, proudly chatting with her 
son about the films she saw while he 
was still in the womb. 

Kwan’s new film, Lan Yu , his first 
gay narrative, is a love story between a 
closeted middle-aged businessman 
and the poor student he hires for sex. 
Kwan manages to create an emotional 
resonance that doesn’t so much tran- 
scend the story as amplify it to encom- 
pass everyone’s sense of hope and 
loss. “Something about the story really 
touched me,” admits Kwan. “I re- 
viewed it many times, and it made me 
want to talk to my boyfriend of 10 
years, William. And because it made 
me want to talk to him, all of a sudden 
I became passionate about the story 
and committed to do it.” 

Lan Yu has its source in Beijing 
Story , a novel that was written anony- 
mously by a Chinese woman in memo- 
ry of her good friend, whose life and 
great love it recounts. It circulated in 
installments on the Internet in China 
and was so popular with China’s gay 
subcultures that the novel's characters 
became part of chat-room exchanges. 
The phenomenon came to the atten- 
tion of Zhang Yongning, a London- 
based actor and producer. Zhang laid 
siege to Kwan, who finally agreed to 
work with him and shoot the film in 
Beijing. 

Clearly, it’s a misconception to 
think that such a film could never be 
made there. It can — at least if the fi- 


nancing comes from Hong Kong. 
“Hundreds of good actors came for the 
audition,” says Kwan, “without worry- 
ing about the film’s subject or my sex- 
uality — just because they believed that 
a good director plus a good story 
makes a good film. People tried their 
hardest to be cast. In Hong Kong ac- 
tors would have been worried about 
their image if they took a gay part. In 
China nobody cared about that, only 
about its being a good part.” 

Kwan says the experience has 
changed him. “I used to always say 
that Hong Kong was the most civilized 
and open-minded territory in all of 
China, but actually it’s the most con- 
servative,” he points out. “People say, 
‘Oh, Stanley, you’re so brave!’ But 
what do they say behind my back?” 

His producer agrees: “In Hong 
Kong, now that he’s out, colleagues 
identify him as a gay director. But in 
China people see him as a film direc- 
tor, without regard to his sexuality.” 
While the media in Hong Kong and 
Taiwan have been printing reports of a 
China Film Bureau crackdown on ac- 
tors who took part in making Lan Yu , 
Kwan wants to set the record straight. 
The bureau took no action other than 
to remind Lan Yu's two male leads to 
work in the future with Hong Kong 
filmmakers who have a license to film 
in China. In fact, Kwan wants to go 
back, and so does his Hong Kong fi- 
nancier. “I’ve formed a company with 
one of the Lan Yu producers,” Kwan 
says. “It’s called Purple Light and will 
produce young filmmakers in China.” 
In the meantime he’s taking meet- 
ings in Los Angeles. ■ 

Rich is international programmer of 
the 2002 Toronto Film Festival. 
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film review 


Possession recession 

The lesbian subplot in this lush literary romance feels all too familiar, 
even if it’s new territory for director Neil LaBute By Jan Stuart 



Christabel LaMotte (Jennifer Ehle) reads a note from her "platonic" new man friend — as her longtime love (Lena Headey) frets. 


Possession ■ Written by Neil LaBute, 
David Hemy Hwang, and Laura Jones 
■ Directed by Neil LaBute ■ Starring 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Aaron Eckhart, Jeremy 
Northam, and Jennifer Ehle ■ USA Films 

I f you saw Possession minus its 
credit sequence, the last person 
you might guess as its director 
would be Neil LaBute. With its 
verdant English countryside vis- 
tas and candlelit Victorian passions, it 
seems worlds away from the cold 
“men are from malls, women are 
Venus flytraps” combativeness of Your 
Friends & Neighbors and In the Com- 
pany of Men . As matches made in cel- 
luloid heaven, this one would seem to 


be right up there with John Huston 
and Annie. 

Possession is better than Annie , a 
concession that will probably not send 
the flacks at USA Films leaping for 
their quote ads. On closer inspection, 
there are significant points of align- 
ment between the caustic eloquence of 
LaBute and the prickly literary soci- 
eties of A.S. Byatt, whose 555-page 
novel inspired this problematically 
telescoped film version. 

LaBute probably empathizes with 
Byatt’s 19th-century poet Randolph 
Henry Ash (Jeremy Northam), a tor- 
tured fool for love who is able to soft- 
soap intelligent women despite the 
“soft-core misogyny” of his poetry. And 


if Randolph were somehow spirited 
into the 21st century like Hugh Jack- 
man in Kate & Leopold, he could find a 
sympathetic ear in Roland Michell 
(Aaron Eckhart), a scholar of Victorian 
poetry who is engaged in a do-or-die 
mission to unearth Randolph’s past. 

Recalling the contrasting universes 
of The French Lieutenant's Woman, 
Byatt’s time-tripping story stalks the 
gradually intersecting trajectories and 
parallel romances of the researcher 
and his subject. Roland (changed to an 
American from the novel’s working- 
class Brit) enlists the aid of starchy 
English academic Maud Bailey 
(Gwyneth Paltrow, her hair locked in a 
chastity-belt bun) when he uncovers a 
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love letter from Randolph to Bailey’s 
great-great-aunt, the feminist poet 
Christabel LaMotte (the terminally be- 
atific Jennifer Ehle). 

The discovery of the illicit romance 
overturns the conventional scholarship 
on the two poets: Roland was suppos- 
edly devoted to his frigid wife and 
Christabel was renowned for her loving 
domestic nest with a painter named 
Blanche Glover (the wonderful Lena 
Headey, whose firecracker sensuality is 
wasted here). Seven decades after Lil- 
lian Heilman’s play The Children's Hour 
validated and annihilated lesbian desire 
in the same breath, Possession returns 
gay women to the back of the bus, rele- 
gating Blanche to the thankless role of 
the long-suffering, suicidal doormat 

Never having finished the book, I 
don’t know whether to protest Byatt’s 
Booker Prize or question the gender- 
busting credentials of LaBute and 
cowriters David Henry Hwang {M. 
Butterfly) and Laura Jones {The Por- 
trait of a Lady). But Possession is just 
another vicarious thrill for gay audi- 
ences. While Blanche is busy sewing 
rocks into her skirt for a Virginia 
Woolf swim, Randolph and Christabel 
are making whoopee in fairy-tale fish- 
ing villages. Meanwhile, back in the 
21st century, the self-abnegating Maud 
and Roland are engaged in a tentative 
mating dance. Down comes Paltrow’s 
hair, off comes Eckhart’s shirt. 

The stars have genuine heat togeth- 
er. Paltrow’s glacial, gorgeous Maud 
is a convincing yin to the testos- 
terone-dripping yang of Eckhart’s 
Roland, whose halting sincerity and 
lackadaisical “brush and flush” phi- 
losophy of grooming perfectly em- 
bodies a certain species of caveman 
intellectual. They share some citrusy 
exchanges that would be perfectly at 
home in the company of Labute’s 
other men and women. 

Possession is finally too truncated 
for material that wants to be a sinuous 
six-hour miniseries. The attempt at 
streamlining renders it curiously plod- 
ding and occasionally silly: Nancy 
Dreiv Gets Her Ph.D. Why am I not 
surprised that Nancy would grow up 
to have serious relationship issues? ■ 

Stuart is film critic and senior news 
writer at Newsday. 


video 

review 

Spy camp 

The outrageously silly Modesty 
Blaise finally makes it to home 
video By David Ehrenstein 

Modesty Blaise ■ Directed by Joseph 
Losey ■ Starring Monica Vitti, Terence 
Stamp, and Dirk Bogarde ■ 20th Century 
Fox Home Entertainment 

W ith the Austin Powers series 
making ’60s-era spy spoofs chic 
again, it was only a matter of 
time before some smart (and very likely 
gay) cookie over at 20th Century Fox 
Home Entertainment realized it was 
high time that Modesty Blaise be 
brought out on DVD. For while Austin, 
Dr. EMI, and Mini Me are fun, they can't 
compare with Monica Vitti, Terence 
Stamp, and (most especially) Dirk Boga- 
rde in Joseph Losey ’s film version of 
Peter O’Donnell’s comic strip about su- 
perthief-tumed-superspy Modesty, origi- 
nally released in 1966 — when Mike 
Myers was 3 years old. 

Pushing aside the Antonioni ennui 
that made her famous, Vitti is utterly de- 
licious as Modesty, slinking through 


more costume and wig changes than 
Norma Shearer had in Mane Antoinette. 
And Stamp, fresh off the gloom of The 
Collector ; has many a wig flipped as well 
as her sidekick, Willie Garvin. But the 
main attraction is Dirk Bogarde as the 
self-proclaimed “villain of the piece,” 
master criminal Gabriel. Acting on- 
screen in a manner that he’d previously 
only done offscreen, Bogarde gives the 
gayest performance in the history of the 
cinema up to that point. It’s perfectly 
complemented by Rosella Falk (of 8/ 
fame) as his aide-de-camp — and I do 
mean camp — Mrs. Fothergill, a bisexual 
psychopath who loves strangling people 
between her thighs and who suggests 
Kay Thompson on LSD. 

In fact, the whole film — redolent 
with pop- and op-art imagery — suggests 
nothing less than an Arthur Freed musi- 
cal on acid. That the gay characters are 
the bad guys is of little ideological con- 
sequence, in that Modesty and Willie, 
while nominally heterosexual, are more 
chaste than Will and Grace. Making the 
gay subtext even more pronounced is 
Tina Aumont, none other than the 
daughter of all-time camp goddess 
Maria Montez. (And yes, that’s Michael 
Chow, later famed restaurateur “Mr. 
Chow,” serving Vitti breakfast in the 
opening scene.) All told, Modesty Blaise 
is the gayest film ever made that doesn’t 
actually feature same-sex action. ■ 

Ehrenstei n is the au thor of Open 
Secret Gay Hollywood 1928-1998. 
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Now on Broadway, The Sopranos' 
Edie Falco takes the Fifth about 
her gay best friend and her 
lesbian fans By Drew Limsky 

T o hear Edie Falco tell it, her 
rapid Sopranos-Tueled rise to 
fame has been just a bit dizzy- 
ing. When Meryl Streep casually 
complimented her work in a 
face-to-face encounter, Falco recalls, “I 
almost passed out I was knock-kneed. I 
didn’t think that The Sopranos was 
going to make it into that conversation.” 
But she has no plans to mop up on the 
“Italian wives and mother roles" she’s 
routinely offered. Instead, she’s heading 
back to her old turf, the theater — with a 
star turn on Broadway opposite Stanley 
Tucci in Frankie and Johnny in the 
Clair de Lune, the hardscrabble hetero 
love story by out playwright Terrence 
McNally. The limited run wraps up in 
late December, just in time for Falco to 
return to playing Mafia wife Carmela for 
The Sopranos' next season. 

McNally is not Falco’s only gay 
admirer For years one of her best buds 
has been filmmaker Eric Mendelsohn. 
“Edie and I went to the same college, 
State University of New York, Pur- 
chase,” writes her longtime friend in a 
charming E-mail interview. “She did 
some two-person play and I went to see 
it, and I remember pointing to the stage 
and saying ‘Her! That one there! That’s 
the most talented person in this entire 
school.’ Truth be told, I was pointing at 
the other actress, who, as it turns out, 
never really amounted to much. Edie 
was pretty good too, though.” 

Mendelsohn would later cast Falco as 
a cluelessly optimistic wanna be actor in 
his 1999 Sundance prize-winner, Judy 
Berlin. Asked if the film’s treatment of 
her character and that of its leading man 
was in any way based on his real-life 
friendship with Falco, Mendelsohn de- 
murs: “Not in the least. We’re actually 
more like a couple of 70-year-old Jewish 


women. . .we’re always asking about the 
other’s bowels. At night I go to her 
house and we watch Matlock and sip 
Hoffman’s cream soda” 

The two are so close that a cheesy 
tabloid once made the gaffe of “expos- 
ing” Mendelsohn as Falco’s secret love, 
thanks to their weekly coffee-shop 
breakfasts together. How did Mendel- 
sohn feel about being Falco’s tabloid 
squeeze? “I thought it was great,” he re- 
sponds. “I laughed hysterically for about 
two days and then called my lawyer.” 
Meanwhile, on the phone with The 
Advocate , Falco is taking the Fifth on 
her friendship with Mendelsohn, loyally 
refusing to confirm or deny his sexual 
identity. Maybe it’s the fact that the line 
is tapped, but while she’s perfectly 
pleasant, Falco seems determined to 


keep the conversation strictly imperson- 
al — until she’s told of her loyal lesbian 
fan base. “Oh, my goodness,” she ex- 
claims. “I had no idea” 

Indeed, her lesbian fans felt let down 
by one Sopranos episode in which a les- 
bian tennis instructor ignored Carmela 
to make a play for her in-law-to-be Adri- 
ana (Drea di Matteo). Falco emits a 
laugh of surprise: “It’s very flattering.” 
She indulges one gay-tinged Sopranos 
speculation: Could Carmela ever find 
herself in the arms of another woman? 
“There’s as much a possibility of that as 
anything else on that show,” Falco says, 
inscrutable to the last ■ 

Additional reporting by Anne StockwdL 
Limsky is a New Yorkrlxised freelance 
writer. 


The tough cookie we love 


THE ADVOCATE I 00 I SEPTEMBER 3, 2002 


Copyrighted material 




austin gay & lesbian international 


film] festival 1 

augbst 22 - September 2.200 l 2 


AUSTIN 


GAY & LESBIAN 

INTERNATIONAL 

FILM FESTIVAL 


"A memorable novel that weaves and moves like 
eloquent symbolism. Hardy, a masterful and gifted 
storyteller, has written a very important work for our 
times. Bold and unforgettable." 

— Black Issues Book Review 


JAMES 

EARL 

HARDY 


Raheim Rivers is at the top of his 
career; about to make the switch 
from modeling to movies... when 
an unexpected piece of news 
sends him reeling. The vibrant and 


THE NEWLY 
REVISED 
AND UPDATED 
VERSION OF THE 
CLASSIC TITLE. 


first dates 


folk singers 


something 

for 

everyone 


fetishes 


www.agliff.org 


“I could have died then and it 
would have been the happiest day 
of my life. I had grown up, and even 
if I hadn’t married a woman, I was, 
at least, kissing one.” 

—Karen X. Tulchinsky, from Testimonies 


Nearly three dozen intimate and moving com- 
ing out stories by lesbians including Sally 
Miller Gearhart, Jewelle Gomez, Leslea 
Newman, Bonnie J. Morris, and Tzivia Gover. 


IIMI k T j[« 


friends 


Available at your local bookseller 
or at WWW.ALYSON.COM 
(800) 5-ALYSON 


Copyrighted material 








The big queer 

’ 80 s 

A new boxed set brings back memories of gender-bending 
pop stars and postdisco fabulousness By Larry Flick 


Like, Omigod! The ’80s Pop 
Culture Box (Totally) ■ Various 
artists ■ Rhino Records 

F or a moment, the transition of 
the ’70s into the ’80s sounded 
the death knell of gay sensibili- 
ties in mainstream popular 
music. The 1979 declaration of 
disco’s death — a move that die-hard af- 
ficionados of the genre still bitterly 
refer to as a bloodcurdling murder — 
ushered in a brief period that shuttled 
queer music back into the under- 
ground. Instead of the sexually carefree 
vibe of disco, radio and pop culture 
were quickly saturated by the harsh 
macho swagger of punk and the some- 
times cartoonish pogo-bounce of New 
Wave, two movements that were decid- 
edly hetero in demeanor at first. 

But it wasn’t long before queer fla- 
vor was once again permeating the 


mainstream — albeit in a far less deca- 
dent, occasionally more clownish man- 
ner than during the ’70s. And while it 
wasn’t likely Rhino’s intention to trace 
the emergence of gay sensibilities in 
pop music during the ’80s, the label’s 
mammoth, seven-CD boxed retrospec- 
tive Like, Omigod! The ’ 80s Pop Cul- 
ture Box (Totally) offers an amusing, 
sometimes revelatory peek into how 
we came back into mainstream promi- 
nence amid a sea of punkers, New Wa- 
vers, hair-metal poseurs, and adult-pop 
drips. The set does little to affirm the 
artistic merit of the Reagan decade, but 
it provides a firm reminder that the ’80s 
were a damn sight more fun than the 
new millennium has been so far. 

The beauty of this collection is that it 
doesn’t strive to be intensely cool, nor 
to function from any one point of 
view — instead, it’s a simple reflection 
of what the masses were plunking 


down their bucks for throughout the 
decade. It’s fascinating to see goofy 
cuts like “Keep on Loving You” by REO 
Speedwagon and Eddie Rabbitt’s “I 
Love a Rainy Night” eventually giving 
way to Queen’s groin-tugging “Another 
One Bites the Dust” and Soft Cell’s dark 
yet wildly erotic “Tainted Love." Not 
only did both of the latter cuts resur- 
rect the notion of primal, club-spiced 
rhythms as fodder for pop success, 
they were both by bands fronted by 
men with undeniably queer images: 
Soft Cell’s Marc Almond was out during 
the act’s heyday, though Queen singer 
Freddie Mercury’s homosexuality re- 
mained an open secret until after his 
AIDS-related passing in 1991. 

Even more fascinating is how the im- 
pact of the British-bom New Romantic 
and synth-pop movements seeped into 
pop consciousness with a slew of het- 
ero and gay acts that not only toyed 
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with the once-reviled musical ethics 
of disco (ABC’s “The Look of Love” 
and “Obsession” by Animotion) but 
also employed elements of drag. As 
bands like Duran Duran, Dead or 
Alive, and Eurythmics became the 
new guard, mainstream pop audi- 
ences became increasingly accepting 
of nontraditional, often queer sexual 
images. This acceptance spilled be- 
yond boundary-pushers like Culture 
Club’s Boy George to rockers Twisted 
Sister, who playfully merged a 
hypermasculine stomp with makeup 
and lingerie-spiked clothing. By the 
end of the ’80s, the lines had blurred 
and a sizable portion of pop music 
had once again become a free-for-all 
of sexual excess and proud flamboy- 
ance. Without trying, Like , Omigod! 
outlines this in vividly loving detail. 

Too bad the ’90s and grunge had to 
come along and spoil the fun. ■ 

Flick is senior talent editor at 

Billboard. 


Forever Amber 


Her gay fans may dig her 
beats, says dance music queen 
Amber, but they also identify 
with her struggles 


A mber loves to be surrounded by 
her “boys,” standing center 
stage in a crowded gay club. 
“Sometimes, there is no more 
safer or emotionally supportive 
a place in the world to be,” she says. “It’s 
like having a blanket of love wrapped 
around you.” 

And she insists that her affection is 
rooted far deeper than the standard het- 
ero diva blowing superficial kisses to 
her gay disciples. “We share a kinship, a 
bond that comes from understanding 
and enduring the struggles of life,” she 
notes, drawing a deep breath and glanc- 
ing pensively out the window of her 
New Jersey home. “It’s too easy to just 
say, ‘I love my gay fans, and they love it 
when I sing dance songs about sex.’ 
There’s a mutual response between us. 
It cuts deeper than music.” 

Yet music is the tie that binds the 
Dutch singer and the gay men who have 
continually snapped up her disco-laced 
odes to sex and love since her 1996 
breakthrough, “This Is Your Night,” and 
through a growing catalog of infectious 
rhythm-rooted nuggets that includes 
“One More Night” and “Sexual (Li Da 
Di).” As she puts the finishing touches 
on her third studio album, Naked 
(Tommy Boy), Amber strives to make 
music that continues to build a main- 
stream pop following while also serving 
the needs of her queer audience. “And 
they require more than the bump-da- 
bump crap than most people believe," 
she says, her grin building to a chuckle. 
“God help you if you come to the table 
with crap. They will let you know how 
tired you are. And ooh, child, that is not 
pretty.” 

As her laughter subsides, Amber fur- 
ther ponders her bond with gay club- 
sters. It goes far beyond the escapism of 
the dance floor, she explains. “It’s about 
the discrimination that we’ve both had to 
endure. Being a woman in the music 


business can be so difficult You have to 
work twice as hard to be heard and 
taken seriously. It’s been an uphill battle 
for me at times; that can make you bitter 
and angry if you’re not careful. When I 
walk out onto a stage, I carry all of my 
experiences and struggles with me. And 
if you’ve lived through your own strug- 
gles, then you see through the smile and 
you see the truth. That’s what I share 
with the guys in my audience. We see 
each other for who we really are. That’s 
a beautiful thing.” 

The bond is not exclusively dark and 
serious, though. Amber may be smarter 
than your average dance siren, but 
Naked also shows her in a decidedly 
playful mood, as evidenced by vibrant, 
hands-in-the-air anthems like “The Need 
to Be Naked” and “Sex & the City.” How 
does she reconcile belting such libidi- 
nous fare for an audience that doesn’t 
view her as an object of sexual desire? 

“I think that, for some of my gay male 
fans, I’m the one woman they would 
choose to be with,” she says with tongue 
placed firmly in cheek. “I see how they 
look at me onstage. They appreciate this 
body, baby. They may go home with the 
hot man they meet at the bar, but I think 
I might be flashing in their minds.. .at 
least once in a while.” — Larry Flick 
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friends 

Three decades after forming the 
Mumps with Lance Loud, Kristian 
Hoffman releases a CD of duets with 
the likes of Rufus Wainwright and 

Paul Reubens By Steve Gdula 


I t’s 9 o’clock in the 
morning in Los Ange- 
les the day after the re- 
lease party for Kristian 
Hoffman’s latest CD, a 
series of duets titled &, 
and the musician is just be- 
ginning to allow himself to 
revel in the previous 
night’s success. “I was in my ‘poor me’ 
mode. I thought. No one’s gonna come,” 
he says, affecting a whine. “And of 
course, [the show] was packed!” 

For anyone familiar with Hoffman’s 
reputation, the show’s success is no sur- 
prise. As <6 collaborator and friend 
Rufus Wainwright says, “Everyone 
knows Kristian. He’s generous, honest, 
[and] one of the hardest-working musi- 
cians in L.A.” Another & partner, Ann 
Magnuson, dubs Hoffman “Oscar 
Wilde-witty” before quipping, “He’s 
played Barry Manilow to my Bette Mid- 
ler.” Paul “Pee-wee Herman” Reubens, 
yet another & collaborator, calls Hoff- 
man “a great writer and musician.” 

Even with endorsements like these, 
Hoffman isn’t too quick to believe the 
hype. “It’s a holdover from the struggle," 
he says. “You labor on your art project 
and you’re hoping someone will pay at- 
tention, and when they finally do, it’s 
hard to believe it. But the stars seem to 
be aligning, and things are pretty good 


right now.” The CD’s 
songs, all penned by Hoff- 
man (with the exception of 
“I Can’t Remember My 
Dreams,” which he co- 
wrote with Lydia Lunch) 
showcase his boundary- 
less range as a writer, from 
the Nick Lowe-style pop 
of “Anybody but You” to the somber, 
stripped-down m usings on the Matthew 
Shepard ode “Scarecrow” to the campy 
New Wave cabaret of “Series of You’s.” 

A quick overview of Hoffman’s life 
suggests that the stars have always 
aligned for him. He jokingly calls him- 
self “the Zelig of rock and roll,” and he 
has, like the fictional Woody Allen char- 
acter, found himself on the scene when 
some of the most pivotal moments in 
glam, punk, and New Wave music histo- 
ry were unfolding. In the early 70s he 
hung out with the likes of Lou Reed and 
Alice Cooper at Max’s Kansas City. He 
rubbed elbows with David Bowie and 
Bryan Ferry at Club 82. At CBGB he be- 
friended Deborah Harry and other un- 
derground sensations such as Talking 
Heads before they became superstars. 
And in the ’80s he hung out with New 
York ieons-in-the-making like artists 
Kenny Scharf and Keith Haring. 

Currently, Hoffman plays in the tour- 
ing band of Dave Davies, of Kinks fame. 



But it’s when he talks about his first 
band, the Mumps, in which he played 
with Lance Loud, that Hoffman seems 
the most proud. Hoffman’s exploits as a 
Santa Barbara, Calif., teenager were 
documented in the PBS reality series 
An American Family , which starred 
his high school pal Loud. The friends’ 
great escape to New York and their at- 
tempts to form a band were immortal- 
ized in the television series. The Mumps 
went on to become underground leg- 
ends in the clubs of New York. 

Looking back on his wild ride, Hoff- 
man wonders about the importance he 
places on those memories. “Am I 
cheapening my perspective of now by 
waxing nostalgic about this era?” he 
asks. “But I have to think that, realisti- 
cally, it was pretty incredible.” 

Hoffman’s life right now is “pretty in- 
credible” too. He shares his Los Angeles 
home with his partner, playwright Justin 
Tanner (Pot Mom , Happytime Xmas), 
and early reviews of & are positive. 

“Everything, to me, always happens 
by mistake,” he says, deflecting praise 
for his seeming good fortune. “Except 
for the fact that I keep persevering. If 
you stop working, it’s never going to 
happen.” ■ 

Gdula is a freelance miter who has also 
mitten for The Washington Post. 
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P-town’s ups and dunes 

Is Provincetown a peaceful gay haven or a once-charmed village 
looted by gay tourists? As two new books suggest, 
it all depends on whom you ask By Oavid Bahr 


Ptown: Art, Sex, and 
Money on the Outer 
Cape ■ Peter Manso 

■ Scribner ■ $25 

Land's End: A Walk in 
Provincetown ■ Michael 
Cunningham ■ Crown Journeys 

■ $16 

T welve years ago I 
took a boat from 
Boston on my first 
trip to Provincetown. 
Approaching the for- 
mer fishing village, founded 
in the 18th century on a 
sandbar at the end of Massa- 
chusetts’s Cape Cod, I 

chuckled in awe at the 
crown of white steeples, the rustic 
wharves, and the looming stone watch- 
tower on the horizon. On land, I en- 



MICHAEL 

CUNNINGHAM 


LANDS END 


countered more drag queens, 
lesbians, heterosexual cross- 
dressers, gay Republicans, 
and sexual fluidity in a single 
week than I had in my entire 
life. I have returned every year 
since, lately spending half the 
summer snared by tire rugged 
landscape and laissez-faire 
lifestyle. 

Two new books, one by a 
sensationalistic straight 
writer, the other by a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning gay novelist, 
offer two distinct, and dis- 
tinctly engrossing, views of 
the quixotic New England 
town. The more controver- 
sial — residents of Province- 
town were abuzz about it 
months before publication — is Ptown: 
Art, Sex, and Money on the Outer 
Cape by Peter Manso. The book lives 


up to its subtitle — if not in substance, 
then at least in the gay-obsessed au- 
thor’s relentless preoccupations. 

Here’s the kind of information he finds 
noteworthy: “The men who come to 
Ptown for sex — and that’s most of 
them — have their own vocabulary: 

Rice Queen: anyone attracted only to 
Asians... Chocolate Queen: those who 
like only blacks... Potato Queen: those 
who only like whites.” 

The book is full of curiously derived 
facts. Manso writes about the town’s 
infamous public sex spot: “Occasional- 
ly, local straight men visit the Dick 
Dock to receive a competent blow job, 
but if they see the person who ser- 
viced them the next day on the street, 
they do not acknowledge him.” 

Ultimately, one is left to imagine l 
Manso’s method of obtaining data, ^ 
since this 307-page book contains only = 
27 footnotes. The whole project is so ■ 
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haphazardly researched and edited 
that Manso even describes one of gay 
Provincetown’s drugs of choice as 
“GBH.” (Frankly, I have no idea how 
popular GHB is; I am that apparently 
rare gay man who goes to Province- 
town to read by the water and ride the 
bike trails.) 

The impression is not so much ho- 
mophobic as clueless. Although 
Manso’s survey of Provincetown’s 
century-old art scene is perfunctory, 
he does, toward the book’s end, con- 
vincingly project a bleak cultural fu- 
ture for a town whose artist colony 
and Portuguese fishing community 
have been gradually replaced by rich 
vacationing lesbians and gays. But by 
then Manso has packaged so much id- 
iocy as insight that any faith in his 
judgment is permanently shipwrecked. 

In Land's End: A Walk in Province- 
town, Michael Cunningham presents 
no grand opinions disguised as fact — 
just a lot of grand opinions. “With this 
book I hope to offer neither more nor 
less of my own particular devotion,” 
he writes. Cunningham alternates be- 
tween the personal (such as his disap- 
pointing first summer 20 years ago as 
a writing fellow at the Provincetown 
Fine Arts Work Center) and the histor- 
ical (the beaching of more than 600 
whales during the mid 1800s; play- 
wright Eugene O’Neill’s fruitful stay). 
He also includes prose and verse from 
such present and former residents as 
Norman Mailer, Mark Doty, and Denis 
Johnson. 

An assured and engaging ham, Cun- 
ningham is the perfect guide, deftly 
capturing Provincetown’s Dionysian 
delights and Apollonian beauty with 
wit, whimsy, and lyricism. For him, sex 
in the dunes is “innocently bacchana- 
lian — more creaturely than lewd.” And 
when he writes of the “gulls gliding 
overhead, white as bone china, search- 
ing from their high silence for whatev- 
er they might be able to eat down there 
among the dunes and marshes, the 
black rooftops, the little lights tossing 
on the water as the tides move out or 
in," I am back on the boat from Boston, 
reliving my first visit, memory and 
myth resonant still. ■ 

Bahr has written for The New York 
Times, The New York Times Book 
Review, and Poets & Writers. 
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TEMPTATION 

drugs alcohol sex food 


YPRIDE 

INSTITUTE 

800-54-PRIDE 

www.pride-institute.com 

Minneapolis - Fort Lauderdale - Chicago - New Jersey - New York City - Dallas/Fort Worth 


Pride Institute is the best place for gay men and lesbians to get help 
dealing with chemical dependency, depression, anxiety or other behavioral 
health issues. That's because many lesbians and gay men don’t succeed in 
traditional, straight-run treatment programs. (How can you recover if you 
can’t be yourself?) 

But most patients do succeed at Pride. 

Many of our graduates are eager to share the secret of their success. In fact, 
about a third of our new patients are referred to us by Pride alumni. 

Visit www.pride-institute.com and find out why Pride is the place to deal 
with chemical dependency, sexual addiction or other mental health issues if 
you are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender. 

Choose to recover where you can be yourself. 


Know how good it feels to take 
back your life. 
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Books 

Abercrombie to Versace... 
mm.malephysiques.com 

Photography books, calendars and videos of the 
hottest male models and male physique 
photographers. 

The Mormon Mystique Revealed @ 

www.surviveplanetutah.com 

mvw.annerice.com 


Employment 

Butier/Houseman a true Mr. French 

Professionally trained, experienced, mature 
gentleman's gentleman seeking fulltime 
employment, mcnemeyj@aol.com 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/LOBBYIST 

The Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas seeks an 
Executive Director/Lobbyist to coordinate Texas’ LGBT 
lobbying efforts and manage our statewide 
organization. Candidate should have demonstrated 
skills in grassroots organizing; previous lobbying 
experience preferred, or equivalent experience in 
government relations or government affairs; 
experience managing a non-profit organization or 
other equivalent business a plus; excellent written, 
verbal and public communication skills required, 
media relations experience desired. Bachelor's 
degree required, with a master's degree preferred. 
Competitive compensation package including 
domestic partner benefits. Mail cover letter, resume 
and salary requirements by September 1 to: LGRL. ED 
Search, P.O. Box 2340. Austin. TX 78768 or email 
edsearch@lgrt.org For info call 512-474-6218. 


Business Opportunities 

WORRIED ABOUT $$$? 

HERE’S THE SOLUTION! Call (8881 376-5600 Or Visit 
www.theultimateyou.biz 



"Clothing for the active spirit'' 


tomboyblues.com 


Education 


Accredited Universities 

Full credit for life and work experience. Free 
evaluation. All degree levels and fields. Very fast, 
private. Student loans, www.arrc.org. 800-951-1203. 
fax 413-674-9378. 


Etc. 

CELEBRATING THE BODV EROTIC 

Erotic energy is one of life's great gifts. Be 
inspired, fulfilled and pleased beyond your wildest 
dreams. 21 cities USA/Canada. Free catalog. 
Body Electric School; 510-653-1594. 
bodyelec@aol.com www.bodyelectric.org 


Films/Videos/Music 



Sacramento • San Diego • Washington, DC • Long Beach • Phoenix • Cincinnati 



ERECTION- 

FRUSTRATION?" 



BetterMAN® is scientifically proven effective. 

Study published in Official Journal of American Urological Assoc. 


Harder, More Frequent Erections 
Decreases Premature Ejaculation 
Decreases Urinary Frequency 
Promotes Prostate Health 
100% Natural, No Side Effects 
Doctor Recommended 
Featured by Men s Journal, GQ 
Money-Back Guarantee 



7 began to get hard, spontaneous erections in the middle 
of the day or while driving. My libido has returned to that 
of a younger man . " (CEO, mid-50sl 


888-686-2698 www.BetterMANnow.com 

(& Order now - confidentially! 


Also at Pharmacies & Health Food Stores 


BetterMAN* Available at 


’F’lmui* tmcij \\/cjffca [eida 
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mvw.RCTVIDEO.com 

FEATURING 18-21 YEAR OLD ALL-AMERICAN AND 
EURO-BOY MODELS 

Financial Services 

CREDIT COUNSELING 

DMCC Foundation offers confidential Nationwide 
Service in Debt Consolidation. Management and 
Counseling to individuals and couples whose goal is 
to achieve a strong Financial Foundation and 
Financial Independence. Visit our WEB site 
www.dmccfoundation.org or call 888-828-6007 
(GAY Owned and Operated) 

Merchant Accounts 

Major credit cards, retail, internet, internet shopping 
cart and gateway. 800-792-0212 buyusms.com 
tred@usms.com U.S. Merchant Systems is a 
registered agent for First Financial Savings Bank. 
Atlanta. GA. Member FDIC 


Gifts/Shopping 


Shop In Private 

Shop in private for over 1.000 personal products and 
private items. A discreet, private and secure 
environment. www.ShoplnPrivate.com 

www.atiungor2.com 

Fun Pride-themed t-shirts and novelties - got pride?, 
Lesbiana Jones & more 

Z E B R A Z .com 

World's Largest Gay and Lesbian Department Store 
by Mail 


Health & Fitness 
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SAUNAS 

BUY FACTORY DIRECT 

1 - 888 - 972-8627 

www.awsauna.com 
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Need to lose weight? 
Here's the solution! 

We are an International Heath and Wellness company 
that has been helping people tor oyer 22 years. 
Millions have lost weight fast safely and effectively 
with our Doctor Recommended, all natural system. 
Wei work with you personally to help discover a 
healWefy0,i! e// Ihe 

www.theultimateyou.ui UHtaata 

(888)376-5600 A Vou 


Internet 


www.gay1ravelink.com 

Most comprehensive Gay/Lesbian travel website. 
Best Values. Best Service. 757-867-8177 


Introductions 
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CONNECTION 


someone wants to meet you I"" 
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I *800 *798* DATE 



www.SpiritGayandLesbianSingles.con) 

"Where like-minded people meet" 
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Parenting 




Growing Generations 


Building Families of Choice 
through Surrogacy for the 
Gay Community 


iO 

' I For a free information packet 
call (323) 965-7500 or visit us| 
»vr him no . ao on the Internet at 

w.growinggenerations com 


DfV 

Adoptions From The Heart 
welcomes GLBT families 
to our adoption programs. 

610 - 642-7200 

(^) Aboptfexas 
Tramlbe Heart® 

adoptionsfromtheheart.org 


Surrogate Mothers, Inc. 

The nation's premier surrogate program working 
with gay couples/individuals has dozens of women 
available. Call Steve litz. Attorney 317-996-2000 
for more info, or visit our web site at 
www.surrogatemothers.com 


Circle Surrogacy: 

Easf coast based 
Gay Owned 
Successful. Fast 
Reasonably Priced 


1© 

Circle 


John Weltman. Bq. (617)439-4990 

www.circlesurrogacy.com 


Personal Growth 


(jay .Spirit Camp 

Workshops, retreats and 
social events for 
men who love men. 



Psychics 
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MOVING? 

Anywhere Worldwide 

Local, Interstate & International 

GAYMOVER.COM 

Toll Free 866-MOVE-GAY 


Buying...Sdling...Relocating? 

Call Crossroads Real Estate Referrals today for a 
FREE REFERRAL to a gay Realtor 
anywhere.nationwide. 1 -800-4-GAY-RELO 
(1-800-442-9735) 
and at 

Cross roadsRelocation.com 

www.homelounge.com 

The Nations Largest!! FREE Referrals to a gay 
friendly realtor any City, USA 1 -888-420-MOVE 
Toll Free 







PALM SPRINGS 


DON • ROGER 
18 YEARS CONNECTING 
DESERT BUYERS/SELLERS 

R^VISC 

800 - 831-5391 

we@housestore.org 


LYNN GROUP 

Over 30 Years of Service 
to our Community 

Sc HabteEspatol 

( 800 ) 800-3465 

www.pjlynnrealty.com 
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COLORADO 


SARASOTA 

Focused On You 


OREGON 


www.GayMexicoExperts.com 


DenverMetroHomeFinder.com 
303-283-0800 or 303-320-5733 

Craig W. Mercer — Coldwell Banker 
Residential Relocation Specialist 



Sarasota’s 
Leader in 
Lifestyles 


Donald Geikie 
(941)951-6660 
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KEY WEST 

MABRY BINN1CKER 

REALTOR 

Preferred Properties I 

W: (305 >294-3040 xl07 1 
Ht( 305)294*1493 
E-Mail :Key West 1 RE@aol.com 




MAY I BE YOUR OWN 
FT. LAUDERDALE REALTOR? 

30+ yrs fulltime RE. 1.200+ Happy 
buyers & sellers, many Gay! At no cost 
to you. I buyer-broker for you. "I know 
where you should live.' Interview 
realtors, few offer my service or 
experience! I Care!!! 

DAN O FLAHERTY^RE/MAX 

800-545-2010*24 HOURS 


Tampa Bay 


Call for Free Relocation Package 

Toll Free 877-607-0748 

TampaSteveRelo@aol.com 
RE/MAX ACR Elite Realty 
www.HomesOfTampa Baycom 

Steve Farst 




Naples-Bonita Springs-Ft. Myers 

Adam Janowski. Realtor 
Carla Bonten Realty, Inc. 

Call Toll-Free: 1-877-654-5218 
E-mail:Okadam@carlabontenrealty.com 

FORT LAUDERDALE GUEST HOUSES 

TWO POPULAR HIGH INCOME PRODUCING GAY 
GUESTHOMES. PRIME FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH. 
PRIVATE, TROPICAL POOL AND GARDENS. 
$ 1 .295.000 — $ 1 .685,000. CALL GAYLE BORDEN 
REALTOR®, COLDWELL BANKER, 954-525-3355 OR 
800-700-6820 

Orlando-Central Florida Realtor 

MDaraio@aol.com Arvida Realty. Profit from my 
experience. Madeline - 800-624-8308. 
www.orlandobuy.com 

St Petersburg & Beaches 

Buy & sell with confidence. Russ Williams. Realtor. 
Coldwell Banker. 800-786-6927. 


www.MauiRealEstate.tv 

Information on most Maui properties. John Hilt. RA. 
Pali Kai Realtors. 1-800-829-6284. 


MEXICO 


LAKE CHAPALA, MEXICO 
RETIRE IN STYLE 

AJIJIC, IDEAL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY IN THE 
WORLD’S BEST CLIMATE. RICARDO NAVARRETE. 
EXPERIENCED REALTOR WWW.EAGERREALTY.COM 



25 years openly serving GLBT buyers 
and sellers in Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

Bob Albrecht, Realtor* 

— — Partner/Broker 

CounselorRealty.com/BobAlbrecht 

612-910-2272 


Minneapolis. St Paul and Suburbs 

Lofts, condos & houses. Relocation Specialist. 
Dave Adams, Coldwell Banker Burnet 
612-924-4351 
www.DaveAdams.NET 


PREVIEW BEST OF PORTLAND. OR 

Visit http://JimBritt.mywindermere.com/ to preview 
Portland area properties in eveiy price range, 
e-mail: jbritt@windermere.com 
Jim Britt. Windermere 503-708-6089 


TENNESSEE 


NASHVILLE. TN 

TONI PACK 


Professionals 

1-800-863-8544 
Mobile 615-405-9106 

ToniPackJtEALTOR.com 



TEXAS 



TEXAS 


WASHINGTON 


Seattle 

Seattlehomebrokers.com 

)o y a seatHehomebrokers com 

f 

Joy Freeman 
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Travel & 

Accommodations 




Spacious condo-srvlc suites in 
fantastic getaway destinations. 

FT. LAUDERDALE • KEY WEST 
ST. CROIX • ST. MAARTEN 
ST. THOMAS & More! 

fcL : 80 0-424-1943 

Mention Code EMAC302 


AUSTRALIA’S TURTLE COVE RESORT 

WORLD’S GREATEST GAY RESORT WITH ALL 
FACILITIES ON THE BEACH OPPOSITE GREAT 
BARRIER REEF, www.turtlecove.com.au 


NATIONAL 



New 

for 

2002 


DAMRON 


www.damron.com 

800- 462-6654 



ARIZONA 


Tucson - Tortuga Roja Men’s B&B 

Southern Arizona’s resort for men. Desert/mountain 
view rooms/adobe cottage. 800-467-6822, 
redtrtl@tortugaro|a.com, http://tortugaroia.com. 


CALIFORNIA 


San Luis Obispo 

On the Scenic Central Coast 
of California. Midway between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 

Temptation Ranch com 

Accommodations and Spa 
for the free -spirited! 

1-888-213-77331 


CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA B&B 


Briarwood Inn 

Romantic • I pscalc 

Ell “ 

id for Geoijje 

com 


(800) 999-8788 
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SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIER GUESTHOUSE 



www.parkergueithouM.com 

TOLL FREE I -888-5J0-7275 



Buy 3 Get 2 
FREE! 

mention this ad 

866 . 837.7996 
terrazzo-ps.com A 

^TERRA 

men's resort - | 



Bed And Breakfast 

Roger's Place. San Francisco - Nob Hill. $45.00. 
415-441-5191. Where fantasies come alive!! 
E-mail: sfuncler@aol.com 

Fantastic San Francisco View! 

Above Castro Street. 1 & 2-bedroom suite. Low rates! 
415-241-0425. www.terraceplace.com 

Long Beach B & B 

Walk to beach. All rooms with private baths. 
www.beachrunnersinn.com. Toll free 
1.866.221.0001. 

The Summit - San Francisco 

Clothing Optional. Panoramic views overlooking 
Castro. From $99 sfgaysummit@yahoo.com 
415-821-0612 


COLORADO 


www.GayRockyMountains.com 

Travel, recreation, special events. 


www.GayLauderdale.com 



Hawaii-Kauai Waterfall B&B 

Kauai's newest, most elegant, private B&B Relax in 
pool/whirtpool spa overlooking Wailua River's 
spectacular waterfall.808-823-9533/800-996-9533. 
Hank. 5783 Haaheo St.. Kapaa. HI 96746 


Pu'ukala Lodge - Kona 

Spacious suites from $75 with breakfast served. 
Convenient to town, beaches. Real estate services 
available. www.Puukala-lodge.com, 888-325-1729. 


NEW ORLEANS -FRENCH QUARTER 

French Quarter Reservation Service, for marvelous 
accommodations, no fee. www.neworleansgay.com 
"Champagne Summer" $89.00 per night for 2 
(except Special events) 3 night min. A bottle of 
champagne awaits you. JUNE. JULY, AUGUST 
1-800-523-9091 
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lafittc In Exile 


The Nation's oldest 
Gay Bar is also 
the most progressive 

Come see for yourself 


901 Bourbon Street 
New Orleans, LA 
504-522-8397 

www.LAFITTES.com 


NEW ORLEANS -FRENCH QUARTER 

ROBER HOUSE. DELIGHTFUL. IN Fr. Qtr. with pool, 
fully furnished condos, Kitch/bath 
www.roberhouse.com 
E-MAIL- stay@roberhouse.com 
504-529-4663 fax:504-527-6327 


PENNSYLVANIA 



Convenient to bars, clubs, historic area. South 
Street, Convention Center. Avenue of the Arts. 
Spruce al Twelfth Street • Philadelphia. PA 

Toll Free: (877) ALEX-INN 
www.alexanderinn.com 



South Padre Island, Texas 

The New Upper Deck Hotel + bar. 17 rooms, pool, 
jacmzi. 1/2 block to gay beach, year round. 
www.newupperdeck.com. spiup@aol.com 
956-761-5953 


Weddin^Scmce^^^ 

Your Online GLBT Wedding Resource 


pu™ g . stara. 

R<aI 'upcwweddi ngnetwork.com 

COMMITMENT CEREMONY INVITATIONS 

Handmade. 100% recycled paper stitched into 
unique invitations. Free sample. 
www.twistedlimbpaper.com 812-323-7529 



Shannon Hlnshaw 
can help you 
with all yonr 
Marketspace 
ad needs. 
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Come out, father 


f *™' \ Gay men are nasty, filthy child molesters, right? 

Well, actually, way, way wrong. But that’s the 
■5-y conclusion a lot of people are drawing from the 
ongoing scandal in the Roman Catholic Church. 
And sadly, among those contributing to the revival of that 
tired old myth are decent, honorable gay Catholic priests 


themselves, who don’t molest any- j 
body but who, by their frightened si- 
lence and refusal to stand up for 
themselves, are inadvertently allow- 
ing the smear to go unchallenged. 

The idea that gay men molest 
boys was one of the big lies of 
homophobia for decades. It was 
in relation to gay men what the 
old blood libel was in relation 
to Jews: a dirty, dishonest fic- 
tion, but one with undeniable 
power to rile up fear and 
loathing. 

Gay liberationists spent years 
exposing and defeating that lie, 
and by the late 1990s we had 
pretty much succeeded. Witness 
the fact that when the Boy 
Scouts of America went to coiut 
to defend its policy of excluding 
gays, it trotted out every con- 
ceivable argument and ex- 
cuse — except the argument that 
gay scouts might molest boys. That 
argument was so dead, even the BSA 
didn’t dare dredge it up. 

Then along came the Catholic 
Church and its sexual abuse scan- 
dal, in which most of the abuse ap- 
pears to involve male priests mo- 
lesting young male parishioners. 
Suddenly, the age-old libel seemed 
to have a new lease on life. And 
what did the Catholic Church do? 
Did it respond by admitting that it 
had gravely sinned by allowing 
abuse of every kind — heterosexual, 
homosexual, and pedophilic — to 
run rampant for decades while 
shifting the abusers to new posts 


where they could abuse again? 

It did not. Senior church spokes- 
men here and in Rome proclaimed 
that gay priests were the problem 
and that the solution was to sweep 


them out of the priesthood. The 
clear implication being that — you 
guessed it — gay men are nasty, filthy 
child abusers, and the way to get rid 
of abuse is to get rid of gays. 

So just when we thought we had 
finally buried perhaps the worst libel 
ever to be flung our way, it has come 
roaring back to life, resurrected by 
the spinmeisters of Rome. True, we 
have fought back by pointing to long- 
established studies demolishing the 
idea that gays molest more than 
straights, and maybe we’ve made 
some progress. But the most elo- 
quent set of voices we need in this 
debate is the one we’re not hearing — 


the voices of gay priests themselves. 
Estimated at 15% to 50% of the Amer- 
ican priesthood, these are the guys 
who minister to the sick and poor, 
say the midnight masses, toil in the 
parishes nobody else wants, and 
have never molested anybody. 

Gay priests are as horrified by the 
scandal as any element of society. 
More horrified, probably. Yet, so far, 
anyway, they are silent — terrified 
that if they speak out and say, “Yes, 
I’m a gay priest,” and “No, I don’t 
molest children,” and “Yes, I’m dis- 
gusted by the scandal and want 
the abuse to end," they’ll be 
drummed out of the church and 
lose their life’s vocation. And 
they might be right. 

The problem is that by say- 
ing nothing, by refusing to take 
the risk of coming out and bear- 
ing witness to the reality of 
their lives, they are adding to 
the impression that they are all 
somehow shameful and guilty, 
denying us the witnesses we 
need and powerfully undermin- 
ing both their own cause and 
the cause of gay liberation. 

For decades gay men and 
lesbians have taken enormous 
risks at enormous personal 
cost in order to right the ancient 
wrongs of homophobia. From the 
teenager who comes out and risks 
homelessness to the marine who 
comes out and risks court-martial, 
gay people have bravely borne wit- 
ness, have suffered great losses, and 
in so doing have changed the world. 
For priests, whose calling is one of 
sacrifice, self-negation, and bearing 
witness, to refuse to do the same is a 
blot on their mission. 

Jesus said, “Let your light shine 
before others so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to 
God." In the present climate that’s 
not a platitude. It’s a necessity. ■ 



Gay priests are horrified by the sex abuse scandal. Yet, so far, anyway, they 
are silent— terrified that if they speak out, they’ll lose their life’s vocation. 
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